
 

   

 The Window  January, 2020 

    Anderson Hills Christian Church 
                                   (Disciples of Christ) 

The “OFFICIAL” AHCC Church 

Calendar is posted on the 

bulletin board near the office.  

Please use this calendar to 

check for building availability 

and mark your group’s 

events.  This calendar will be 

used for providing reminders and updates for 

weekly bulletins and newsletters and 

hereafter be known as “the official calendar!”     
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May we all be blessed with another New Year full of 

 friends, family, love, health & prosperity. 
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AHC @ AHCC 

Happy New Year/New Decade!! We have made our way through Advent focusing on the light of 

Christ and now we have the great opportunity to share that light with the world in a new year 

and beginning a new decade. The message of a baby born in a manger to change the world 

doesn’t stop on December 25 but actually only begins!  

A few weeks ago, Sauni and I were chatting in the office about the end of the year, the holidays 

and the beginning of a new year. Sauni made a good observation about Christmas and Easter and 

the emotions which sometimes go with each holiday (especially in the Northern Hemisphere). 

She noted that during the Christmas/New Year holidays we are looking back over the year and 

don’t want to look forward to the dreary, cold days of Winter. At Easter, we are looking forward 

with expectation and excitement for the warm, longer days of Spring and Summer. I found 

Sauni’s insight helpful as I approached the holidays and now a new year is upon us! I hope we 

can look forward to the new year with excitement for it brings new adventures and new blessings 

but it also brings new challenges. Let us remember the light of Christ which helps guide us into 

the unknown with strength and courage. May it be a new year filled with new opportunities to 

bring people into relationship with Christ and make a place of welcome at the table for all who 

gather in our midst. 

One way that we can endeavor to draw people into the relationship we have found with Christ, is 

sharing our story of faith, inviting people to worship or a social event while looking at evange-

lism in a new light, with a new perspective. We have a wonderful opportunity coming up in a few 

short days to expand our understanding of what evangelism means to the church in 2020. Rev. 

Greg Alexander, retired Regional Minister for Kentucky and former Visiting Regional Minister 

for Ohio, will be with us on Sunday, January 5 to share his insights on evangelism. Rev. Alexan-

der helped write the evangelism curriculum called Not Your Parents’ Understanding Of  The E-

Word. The Elders, the Tuesday Evening Prayer Group and a few other members have worked 

through the E-Word curriculum and found it beneficial to the on-going life and energy of the 

church. Now, the whole congregation is welcome to participate in small group sessions which 

will begin later in January. Rev. Alexander will be here to help us kick-off this church-wide study 

and provide insights on how each of us can approach evangelism in a new way. I hope you will 

plan to bring a dish to share and stay after worship on Sunday, January 5 for this exciting lunch 

and learn session.  

 

***************************************************************************************** 

 

Thank you to each of you for your generous Christmas gift. Trent and I will use it to help with on-

going updates to our new home. We thank each of you for making us feel welcome in Anderson 

Township and walking with us as we start building our home here together. With gratitude, Rev. 

Anna Hope  
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UPCOMING EVENTS & CHURCH NEWS 

Elders Meeting  

Monday  

January 20, 7:00pm  at 

AHCC 

Admin. Team Meeting 

January 19,  2020 

After worship 

          SWELS 

Join us at Olive Garden on Beechmont 

Ave. on Monday, January 6, 2020 at 

11:30am for our next luncheon 

  Everyone Welcome 

Congregational Meeting 

January 12th 

After Worship 

Lunch & Learn 

Sunday, January 5, 2020 

Sponsored by the Elders 

Featuring E-Word Guest Speaker 

Rev. Greg Alexander 

All Are Welcome and Encouraged to Attend 

Book Club Meeting 

January 22  

Location to be announced in the bulletin. 

Youth Tour  

Cincinnati Art Museum  

Sunday, January 5 @ 3:00pm DW Meeting 

Wednesday, January 15 

Board Meeting 

Monday, January 13 

7:00pm 

All Reports are due by Wednesday, 

January 8. 

 

Youth Coordinator Search Team Update  
During the May 2019 Board Meeting, the board discussed looking into the possibility of hiring a Youth Coordinator for 

AHCC.  A search team was formed to look at initial options of starting the process and weighing the possibilities of 

hiring someone part-time to fill this type of position. Rev. Anna Hope, Greg VanDierendonck, Sarah Vogelgesang and 

Joshua Haney have met to discuss moving forward with the input of the parents of our youth and children. On Sun-

day, December 15, after collecting a survey from the parents, the search team met with the parents in our congrega-

tion. The feedback provided to the search team was beneficial in determining steps forward. There is an excitement 

and eagerness to see where God may lead us in the ministry of our youngest members as our congregation continues 

to grow. The search team welcomes ongoing feedback from the wider congregation as it works to see if we can 

bring someone on board in this capacity within our community. If you have insights you would like to 

share as encouragement for the team and the work they are doing at this time, please feel free to reach 

out to Rev. Anna Hope, Greg, Joshua and Sarah. The next step the team will take is to explore who may 

be currently in seminary or looking for this type of position in this area and reach out to local seminaries 

and church organizations/leadership to make initial inquiries. The search team will provide further updates 

to the congregation as it proceeds in the search for a youth coordinator. 
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December Prayer Requests 

Roberta Plummer’s aunt Theda Sheets is having health problems 

Bonnie Gerard is having back issues 

Charles Farley is starting PT after getting his cast off his arm - Marianne Farley 

Family & Friends of Mike Halenkamp - Mike passed away on November 30 

Maryann Fisher - Ray Trout 

Family & Friends of Luther Coggin - Luther passed away on December 10 

Family & Friends of Bill Howard - Bill passed away on December 10 

Arnold Family—Death in family 

Sean Riffle, Family & Friends - Sean’s mother Carol Jane Riffle passed away on 

December 16 

Family & Friends of Kenny  Dunn - Kenny passed away 

Bonnie Gerard has a cracked vertebra 

 

 

 

 

“Thank You” for support, cards, texts, calls and prayers with the passing of Sean 

Riffle’s mother, Carol Riffle - Sean & Tammy Riffle 

AHCC Property Corner  The fire extinguishers were checked and all  

January, 2020     passed inspection. 

      Youth room carpet was professionally  

      cleaned. 

      We have a new contract with Sure Thing Pest 

      Control to treat the church on a regular basis. 

      The Chimney work has been completed 

      

Stewardship 

Campaign Kickoff 

January 19, 2020 

NOTE - Rev. Anna Hope and Trent, will be on vacation from  

Saturday, January 25 through Friday, February 14th.  

Rev. Anna Hope will have very limited access to email and 

phone while she is away. If you have pastoral care  

concerns while she is away, please feel free to reach out to 

your Elder Shephard or any of the elders as they are pre-

pared to fill in to address pastoral care concerns during this 

time. You can also call the church office (513-474-2237) in 

case of emergency. Thank You. 
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OUTREACH 

SEM Food Pantry 
We will be supporting the SEM Food Pantry  during the month of January by collecting non-

perishable food products. 

Jazzercise Anderson Fitness Center 

Schedule of Classes 

Sunday @ 7:45am & 4:30pm 

Monday @ 5:45am, 8:00am, 4:30pm & 6:00pm 

Tuesday @ 5:45am & 8:00am 

Wednesday @ 5:45am, 8:00am, 4:30pm & 6:00pm 

Thursday @ 5:45am, 8:00am 

Friday @ 5:45am, 8:00am & 4:30pm    Saturday @ 

7:45am 

Anderson Karate at AHCC 
Shotokan Karate  lessons for youth age 7 and up 
are every Tuesday and Thursday at 5:30pm—
6:30pm.  Adult classes are every Tuesday and 
Thursday from 6:30pm—8:00pm and an optional 
youth and adult program on Saturday at 9:00am-
10:30am.  Contact Anderson Karate at:  
andersonkarate@aol.com or call 513-233-DOJO 
(3656) 
 

 

AHCC on Facebook 

Have you checked out our Facebook page? It is a great way to stay in touch with what is going on 

at AHCC. It is also a way to stay in touch with other members, as well as those who may have 

moved away. The email address for our Facebook page is: https:www.facebook.com/

AndersonHillsChristianChurch/  

CHURCH WORLD SERVICE BLANKET SUNDAY, JANUARY 5. 2020 

Disciples Women has sponsored CWS Blanket Sunday at AHCC for many years. It 

seems appropriate that we talk about blankets in the dead of winter, when every-

one in our congregation probably has not only sufficient blankets, quilts, etc., but 

some to spare. 

CWS Blanket Program is one of the many ways CWS shares in a hope-filled tomor-

row. Our support can truly make a difference in the lives of people all over the 

world. As of June 30, they had distributed over 21,000 blankets, both to emergency 

shelters and individuals. They have been a tremendous blessing for families recov-

ering from this spring’s devastating storms and flooding in the US.   

Each CWS blanket costs $10.00. Here’s a challenge:  Count how many blankets, 

quilts, etc. are in your home. Can you spare at least $1.00 for each of them to do-

nate to Blanket Sunday?  Last year our donations were over $300. Can we make 

that $500 this year to help CWS Blanket the world with love? 

https://www.facebook.com/AndersonHillsChristianChurch/
https://www.facebook.com/AndersonHillsChristianChurch/
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Amazon’s Smile Program 
Remember to sign up so that all your eligible 

 purchases will benefit AHCC. 

The link is:  

http://smile.amazon.com/ch/31-0726233 

They will usually remind you when you are making a 

purchase to switch over to the SMILE page so that your 

purchase is credited to your designated recipient.  

Kroger Rewards Program 

Don’t forget to sign up for the Kroger Re-

wards Program. To participate please link 

to AHCC at: 

www.krogercommunityrewards.co

m  Our new account number is 

(KA148) 

OUTREACH 

Outreach Team Meeting 

Sunday, January 26th 

 After Worship 

New Year’s Day Candlelight Vigil 

 

GAPP holds our 15th Annual New Year’s Day Candlelight Vigil, Our 
Dreams for Humanity at the Peace Pole Garden 

GAPP is holding our 15th annual New Year’s Day Candlelight Vigil at the Peace 
Pole Garden in Beech Acres Park, 6910 Salem Avenue, Anderson Township, on 
Wednesday, January 1, at 5:00 PM. At the vigil participants are invited to reflect 
on Our Dreams for Humanity. On this first day of the year, many people’s hearts 
turn to the dream and vision of humankind living together in harmony. Participants 
are invited to bring a brief reading to share that speaks to this theme, such as a 
poem, a meaningful quote, a prayer, a story of deepening understanding, or a 
concern to lift up in hope. Readings will be interspersed with moments of silent re-
flection. Candles are provided for use during the event. The vigil will conclude at 
5:30 p.m. Bundle up and join your neighbors to start the year in a spirit of harmo-
ny and community! 

Work Day At Camp Christian 

January 5, 2020 -  8:00am until Dark 

Attend as you are able– Lunch Will Be Provid-

ed 

Online sign-up at http://ccinoh.org/

events_details.aspx?ie--448  

or email: CampChristian@ccinoh.org 

“Thank You” to T.P. White & Sons 

Funeral Home 

T.P. White and Sons Funeral Home gen-

erously gives AHCC beautiful Christian 

Family Calendars each year. They will be 

available for you on the table outside of 

the church office for the next few weeks. 
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To the congregation of AHCC 

 I “thank you” from the bottom of my heart for your most generous  

Christmas gift. 

I am so moved by your kindness and generosity, and so blessed to be ac-

cepted into your church family as your secretary. 

Thank you! Thank you! Thank you! 

Sauni 

Blessings and Thank you 

Thank you to the Choir and Director Brian Lee and pianist Eunice Donges for the wonderful  

Christmas Cantata that the congregation was blessed with this Christmas season.  

Thank you to all the children and adults who worked on, and participated in the Children and Youth 

Christmas Program.  

Thank you to all the children who participate in worship during the year. 

Thank you to Brian Lee, Eunice Donges, and everyone who provided “special music” during the 

services this Christmas season and through the past year. We are so blessed with their devotion 

and talents. 

Thank you to everyone who shopped for gifts for the Giving Tree wish list. Thanks all the people 

who adopted a family and for providing joy and blessings under the tree for many families this 

Christmas. 

Thank you to Cinda Thompson for coordinating the “Coats for Kids” ministry and everyone that par-

ticipated in the “Coats for Kids” program by purchasing coats, gloves and hats for the children at 

Brantner and Merwin Elementary Schools 

Thank you to Sue Carter for delivering all the coats for the children to the schools 

Thank you to Sue Carter for the inspirational, funny and thoughtful messages she puts on the mes-

sage marquis in front of the church. 

Thank you to everyone that participated in our Trunk or Treat event at Halloween, and Turkey Din-

ner as well as all the other events throughout the year. They are what makes us special. 

Thank you to Cindy Glaser and Laverne Shellabarger, the choir and everyone that participated in 

decorating the church inside and outside for the holidays and throughout the year 

The flowers, tree, wreaths, and Nativity Christmas decorations all looks beautiful. 

Thank you to Cindy Glaser for her tireless dedication to assure that all property issues are ad-

dressed in a timely and efficient manner. Many of which she performs herself.  And also for her 

many friends and contacts that help the church out at a reduced cost. for their services  

Thank you to all the men of the church who so generously give of their time to take care of the little 

things like boilers, lights, alarms systems, lawn mowing, taking trash cans in and out, etc… etc… 

etc... They all just happen like magic 

Thank you to this entire congregation for your dedication and generosity. You are what 

makes us the special place of worship, fellowship and support for one another that we are. 

 

We are blessed with much talent, and kind and generous hearts here at AHCC. 
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Christmas Decorations at AHCC 

Beautiful Nature Morning in 

AHCC parking lot 

at AHCC 

Children & Youth Christmas Pagent 

Youth Christmas Party 
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Youth Christmas Dinner Hosted by Susan & Randy Smith 
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Recipe for a Happy New Year. 
Anonymous 

Take twelve fine, full-grown months; see that these are thorough-
ly free from old memories of bitterness, rancor and hate, cleanse 
them completely from every clinging spite; pick off all specks of 
pettiness and littleness; in short, see that these months are freed 
from all the past—have them fresh and clean as when they first 
came from the great storehouse of Time. Cut these months into 
thirty or thirty-one equal parts. Do not attempt to make up the 
whole batch at one time (so many persons spoil the entire lot 
this way) but prepare one day at a time. 

Into each day put equal parts of faith, patience, courage, work 
(some people omit this ingredient and so spoil the flavor of the 
rest), hope, fidelity, liberality, kindness, rest (leaving this out is 
like leaving the oil out of the salad dressing— don’t do it), prayer, 
meditation, and one well-selected resolution. Put in about one 
teaspoonful of good spirits, a dash of fun, a pinch of folly, a 
sprinkling of play, and a heaping cupful of good humor. 

Wishing you 

PEACE 

LOVE 

And LAUGHTER  

In the  

NEW YEAR 
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This Month in History 

 January 1  Ellis Island Begins As Immigration Gateway—1892 

 January 1  Federal Old Age Pensions Started—1937  

 January 2  Influenza Epidemic death toll over 200,000—1029 

 January 2  New 55 MPH Speed Limit U.S. Wide— 1974 

 January 3  The Pontiac auto was introduced—1926 

 January 3  Apple Computer is incorporated—1777 

 January 4  Nancy Pelosi is elected as the first female Speaker of the United States — 2007 

 January 5  Henry Ford introduces $5.00 per day wages for all Ford workers — 1914 

 January 5  Work is started on The Golden Gate Bridge across the San Francisco Bay — 1933 

 January 6  The Yankees bought Babe Ruth from the Boston Red Sox— 1920 

 January 7  President Truman announced the U.S. has developed a hydrogen bomb — 1953 

 January 8  President Lyndon Johnson declares “War On Poverty” — 1964 

 January 9  Toyota and Datsun first appearances in the United States — 1958   

 January 10  “Introducing the Beatles,” the first Beatles Album is released in the U.S. — 1964  

 January 13  P.Wham-O Company begins making the Pluto Platter/ Frisbee — 1957  

 January 15  Automobile hearse was used first time in a funeral procession — 1909  

 January 17  The first Volkswagen Beetle in the U.S. arrived from Germany 

 January 20   Prohibition takes effect stopping the sale and consumption of alcohol when the 18th  

   Amendment went into effect 

 January 21  U. S. launched the world’s first atomic submarine, Nautilus — 1954 

 January 22  Kmart Corp files for Chapter 11 bankruptcy protection — 2002 

 January 23  Insulin first used — 1922 

 January 24  First canned beer is sold — 1935 

 January 24  United States Department of Homeland Security officially began operating — 2003 

 January 25  New Hourly Wage Rate was set at 35 cents per hour — 1933 

 January 26  President Bill Clinton appears on American television and denies having “sexual relations” 

   with former White House intern Monica Lewinsky 

 January 26  Condoleezza Rice appointed to the post of secretary of state — 2005 

 January 27  John Logie Baird, gives the first public demonstration of a television system — 1926 

 January 28  The space shuttle Challenger explodes just after liftoff — 1986 
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MEETINGS AND EVENTS AT AHCC  

DATES TO PUT ON YOUR CALENDAR 

Wednesday, January 1 -  Office Closed - Happy New Year 

Wednesday, January 1 New Year’s Day Candlelight Vigil - 5:00 - 5:30pm 

                                        At the Peace Pole Garden in Beech Acres Park 

Sunday, January 5, Blanket Sunday 

Sunday, January 5 - Elders host Lunch & Learn, E-Word/Guest Speaker, Greg Alexander- 

                         After Worship 

Sunday, January 5, Youth Tour at the Cincinnati Art Museum @ 3:00pm 

Monday, January 6, SWELS @ 11:30 Olive Garden on Beechmont Ave. 

Sunday, January 12, Congregational Meeting - After Worship 

Monday, January 13, Board Meeting @ 7:00pm 

Wednesday, January 15, DW Meeting 

Sunday, January 19, Admin. Team Meeting - After Worship 

Sunday, January 19, Stewardship Campaign Kick-Off 

Monday, January 20, Elders Meeting @ 7:00pm 

Wednesday, January 22, Book Club -  Location to be announced. 

Sunday, January 26, Outreach Meeting - After Worship 

Sunday, February 2, Chili Cook-Off 

Sunday, February 2, Youth Super Bowl Party 

Monday, February 3, SWELS @11:30am Olive Garden on Beechmont Ave. 

Saturday, February 8, Karate Tournament at AHCC10:00am - 4:00pm 

Sunday, February 9, Admin. Team Meeting - After Worship 

Wednesday, February 12, DW Meeting @ 6:00pm, Snack & Lesson 

Monday, February 17, Elders Meeting @ 7:00pm 

Sunday, February 23, Pancake Lunch Fund Raiser 

 

 

 

 

2020 Youth Activities Schedule 

March - Family Get-Together - Location and Date to be announced 

Saturday, April 25 - Youth Serve at Mathew 25 Ministries 

Sunday, May 17—End of the School Year Celebration 9:30am at Julif’s Park 

Friday, May 29, Youth Lock-in 

June 1-5 VBS 2020 

2020 Disciples Women Schedule 

March - No Meeting 

April - No Meeting (Holy Week) 

Saturday, April 11 - Community Easter Egg Hunt 

Wednesday, May 13 - Installation of new officers. Dinner location to be announced. 

 

 

 

 



 

13  

Deacon and Fellowship Snack Schedule 

Greeters — Jennie Cox  (1/19) 
Prepare —  Jeanna Haney  (1/5) 
          Anna Haney  (1/12)  
Usher —     Aidan Cox  (1/26) 
        
All Deacons should be prepared to sub.          

Serving in January... 

Junior Worship and Children’s Moment 

January 5 —  Katy Lee 

January 12 —Jennie Cox 

January 19 —Katy Lee 

January 26 — Family Sunday 

 

Elders    
    
Jan.5 —     Nik Donges/Laurie VanDierendonck 
 
Jan.12 —   Laurie VanDierendonck/Nik Donges 
 
Jan. 19 –    Nik Donges/Laurie VanDierendonck 
 
Jan. 26 —  Laurie VanDierendonck/Nik Donges 
  

January Birthdays  

1/2 Tammy Rifle    

1/2 Sarah Smith 

1/4 Janet Baker 

1/10  Cindy Glaser 

1/18 Lizzie Haney 

1/28 Jane McSorley 

  

  

~Church Office Info~  

Pastor Hours – Rev. Anna Hope Curwood’s office hours will vary Monday—Thursday as appoint-

ments allow. Her days off are Friday & Saturday. 
Secretary Hours –   Office hours are  Mon.—Thurs. 9 am —1 pm.  Please call the office with any 

questions. 
 

If you would like your name removed from our Monthly Newsletter, please respond to this email 

or call the church office at (513)474-2237, and we will promptly remove your name.  If you would 

like to receive your newsletter in printed form, please let us know that, too.  Thank you.  
 

Lay Readers  

 January 5 —  Joshua Haney 

 January 12 —Joshua Haney   

 January 19 —Joshua Haney  

 January 26 — Family Sunday 
  

January  Anniversaries 

1/23 Cindy & Jeff Glaser 
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Join us on Sundays 

9:30 AM Children Sun-

day School 

9:30 AM Adult Sunday 

School 

Anderson Hills Christian Church 

(Disciples of Christ) 

8119 Clough Pike 

Cincinnati, OH  45244 

513-474-2237 

ahccdoc@gmail.com 

www.andersonhillschristianchurch.org 
 

Rev. Anna Hope Curwood 

Pastor 

859-539-4260 

acurwoodcard@yahoo.com  
 

Admin. Assistant 

Sauni Lerner 

513-400-8526 

 

Anderson Hills On line Calendar of Events  

http://andersonhillschristianchurch.org/

events/calendar/ 

 Notable Days in January 

January 1 New Year’s Day 

January 3 Festival of Sleep Day 

January 4 National Spaghetti Day 

January 6 Feast of the Epiphany 

January 8 National Take the Stairs Day 

January 10 Peculiar People Day 

January 14 Dress Up Your Pet Day  

January 15 National Bagel Day 

January 20 Martin Luther King, Jr. B’Day 

January 24 Global Belly Laugh Day 

January 25 Chinese New Years 

Newsletter Articles 

Do you have news? Are you doing something 

fun?    Do you have something to share that 

we can all celebrate? Let us know! The next 

newsletter deadline is Wednesday, November 

15th.  Please email  Sauni at 

ahccdoc@gmail.com 

 

  

 

“We are Disciples of Christ, a  

movement for wholeness in a frag-

mented world. As part of the one 

body of Christ we welcome all to the 

Lord’s Table as God has welcomed 

us.”  

Wishing you a happy 
journey through 2020 

http://andersonhillschristianchurch.org/events/calendar/
http://andersonhillschristianchurch.org/events/calendar/

