THE WINDOW MARCH, 2018
ANDERSON HILLS CHRISTIAN CHURCH
(DISCIPLES OF CHRIST)
AHC @ AHCC
On Sunday, April 1, it was a good day to be at Anderson Hills Christian Church. We celebrated the resurrection, we listened to the choir sing the beautiful cantata and we could smell the
beautiful flowers which were arranged around the sanctuary. It was a good day to be in church, it
was a good day to be the church. Easter Sunday comes around each year and each year it brings
a new sense of celebration, a new reason for hope and reminder of the greatest love imaginable. I
wish we could hold on to that same spirit and live in that state of celebration every day. In an ideal
world, we would celebrate Easter every morning when we take our first breath and at night when
we go to sleep. We would hold on to the wonder that is the resurrection. However, like the Disciples
at the empty tomb, we want to hold onto Jesus to make the resurrection spirit real before us but Jesus guides us to not hold on but to live in faith. We are instructed to literally let go and let God as
we read the Easter morning message.
I have been reading some of the works by Rev. David L. Edwards this week. David is a family friend who this congregation has held in prayer in recent weeks. As I lift up prayers for David and
his family, it has been comforting to read his beautiful words describing a faith that is challenged,
blessed, assured, questioned and lived out each day to the best of one’s ability. Faith is not something tangible that we can grasp and hold onto but it is something that lifts, guides and embraces us
on our journey in life. In David’s description of the Easter morning events with Mary Magdalene and
the Disciples, he notes that we do not possess Jesus but Jesus possesses us. He states that Jesus
“calls us forth, and lead us out of ourselves and into the life of service to others, the life of God’s
realm.” (Edwards, Glimpses of God: Seeing The Divine In The Ordinary, 69). This is the key to the
Easter morning message. We can’t hold onto Jesus but must live out our lives of faith in the world.
We must take Jesus out into the world with us as we serve God and serve God’s people. The only
way that we can hold onto the spirit of Easter morning is to live into that spirit each day as we share
that spirit with those around us. May we go into the world, filled with the spirit of the Resurrection so
that others may see the hope, love and joy we find in God. May it be so today, tomorrow and for all
of our days.

The “OFFICIAL” AHCC Church
Calendar is posted on the bulletin board
near the office. Please use this calendar to
check for building availability and mark your
group’s events. This calendar will be used for
providing reminders and updates for weekly
bulletins and newsletters and hereafter be
known as “the official calendar!”
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Pastor’s Class

Dear Members of the Congregation,
The outreach/evangelism committee recently participated in a study to gain a deeper understanding of evangelism. At times, the word evangelism is one that makes
people uncomfortable or want to turn the other way, but
through this study we learned to look at evangelism in a
new light. The curriculum stressed that evangelism is
not about badgering people or backing them into a corner. It is not even about church growth. Instead, the curriculum centered around the message of Jesus. To truly
evangelize we need to “model our faith and witness on
the methodologies that Jesus himself employed.”
Each meeting led our group through a discussion using
videos as well as individual and group exercises. The
conversations throughout this process gave each of us
a new understanding of the purpose of evangelism as
well as a different perspective of our relationships with
people we encounter each day. It is important to build
relationships by listening to those individuals and trusting God to guide us.
As a group, it was noted that each individual in our
church could benefit from experiencing this curriculum.
We are currently discussing how future small groups will
have the opportunity to go through the E-Word curriculum.

Would you like to dive into your faith a
little deeper? Are you considering baptism? Rev. Anna Hope will be conducting a Pastor’s Class. She is excited
about the opportunity to see where the
Spirit will lead our young people (and
adults who may want to participate) in
their faith. The elders will be mentoring
the participants along the way.
If you are interested in this new adventure of faith and exploring how the story of Jesus Christ impacts and develops the faith of our children and adults,
please see Rev. Anna Hope for questions. Thanks!
The classes will be on Sundays, April
8, 15, 22, 29 after worship. Classes will
be suspended for the month of May
and will pick back up on June 10.

This is an exciting time in the life of our church and we
hope everyone will join us as we continue to pray for
God’s guidance as we move forward.

In Christ’s Love,
Joshua and Jeanna Haney, Katy Lee, Cindy Thomas,
Cinda Thompson, and Greg and Laurie VanDierendonck, Rev. Anna Hope Curwood
Congregation Annual Meeting

Please mark your calendar now for the AHCC Congregation
Annual Meeting on Sunday, June 3. Immediately after morning
worship there will be a potluck luncheon and the meeting will
follow. At that meeting there will be a report from the nominating committee recommending officers, deacons, and elders for
the new church year starting on July 1. The names of these
nominees will be published in the Sunday bulletin in May prior
to the annual meeting. At the annual meeting any member of
the congregation, providing he or she consents to nomination,
may be nominated from the floor for elective office by another
member.

Spring Prayer
Dear God
Spring is a metaphor for change. Some changes
we eagerly await, and some we abhor. Some
changes we plan and others arrive uninvited. To all
these changes we ask the gift of Your perspective
beckoning us to expectation, hope, and rebirth.
May the sunlight and the rain be reminders that
You are at work renewing the earth. As a God of
renewal, You are ever at work in our lives, too.
Open our eyes and lives to the needed changes in
our lives this Spring. Awaken us to new life and
perspective, for we pray in Jesus' name.

Amen.
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Happenings at AHCC
Walking Club
It’s that time of year again for the AHCC Walking
Club to start meeting! We walk on
Tuesday evenings
at 7:00pm at different locations in the
community. We
walk for an hour which is typically about 3 miles.
Our first walk will be Tuesday, April 10th, and we
will meet at Julif’s Park (near the tennis courts).
Each week the walk location will be in the Sunday
bulletin and an email also will be sent out. All are
welcome to come join us for some great exercise
and fellowship. For further details you can contact
Laurie VanDierendonck at 513-608-8284

Pastor’s Class
The first pastor’s class will be April 8, immediately
following worship.
Finance Team Meeting
The next Finance Team meeting will be held after
worship on April 29
A Big “Thank You” to everyone who helps
shop, cook, deliver and serve meals at the
James Saul's Homeless Shelter every month. It
is always a rewarding experience for everyone
involved.

Meals at Sauls Homeless Shelter
We will serve a meal at Saul’s Homeless
Shelter on the 4th Monday of every month.
On April 23rd the Youth will be serving the meal.

On other months we need 5 to 6 volunteers. Volunteers will be needed for shopping, cooking, transporting and serving.
Each month there is a sign-up sheet on the bulletin board.

Annual

Congregational
Meeting
Sunday, June 3
Carry in lunch & meeting following worship
Annual reports due by May
21, 2018
Disciple Women
Meeting
Wednesday, April 11,
7:00pm
SWELS

“Senior Women Eating Lunch Society”
Join us at Olive Garden on
Beechmont Ave. on Monday, April 2, 2018., at
11:30,
Everyone Welcome

Admin. Team
Meeting
Sunday, April 8.
(After Worship)
Elders Meeting
Monday April 16,
7:00pm at AHCC
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More Happenings at AHCC
Summer Means Camp Christian!
As Ohio Disciples of Christ, we are very
fortunate to have an awesome summer
camp program at Camp Christian in
Marysville, Ohio (near Columbus).
Members and friends of AHCC have
been participating in Camp Christian as
campers and counselors for decades!
Camp Christian is now accepting registrations for their 2018 summer
camp programs. There are camps for kids who have completed 1st
through 12th grade, and AHCC will gladly pay half of early bird registration cost, for one week of camp, for any child who would like
to attend church camp! You can find dates for camps, cost, and all
other information as well as download registration forms at http://
www.ccinoh.com/camp-christian/summer-program. Early bird registration is by May 1. All other deadlines are set as postmarked no later
than 10 days prior to the start of the Camp or Conference. Registration
forms are also available in the church office. For additional information
contact Katy Lee.

Ohio 2018 CYF Retreat
At Camp Christian
“The Holy Spirit for the Common
Good”
Ohio CYF State Youth Retreat is April
13-15. Rev. Josh Baird—Keynote
Speaker, Director of Disciples Volunteering.
Come join other CYF youth from your
summer days and from around the
state as we come together at Camp
Christian for a weekend of fun and
faithful growing.
All are Welcome
Registration form is on the bulletin
board in the gathering space.
EWord Meeting
EWord meeting is set for Tuesday,
April 10th at 6:00pm

Tuesday Night Prayer Group

Kroger Rewards Program

The Tuesday Night Prayer Group will be
meeting from 6:00pm to 6:45pm beginning
April 10. We are making this change due to
the walking club on Tuesdays at 7:00pm. We
will switch back to 7:00pm this fall once walking group stops meeting.

Thank you to the 20 families who shopped at Kroger between 11-1
-17 and 1-31-18. We will be getting a check in the amount of
$124.69 for your participation in the Kroger Rewards Program. If
you would like to participate please link to AHCC at:
www.krogercommunityrewards.com

Barbara Henderson
If you would like to send a
card, call or visit Barb
Henderson, she is at:
The Cottingham Room 31
3995 Cottingham Drive
Cincinnati, Ohio 45241
Phone # 513-563-3831

Amazon’s Smile Program
We received $7.30 from the AmazonSmile Foundation as a
result of the AmazonSmile program activity between October 1 and December 31.
Don’t forget to sign up so that all your eligible purchases will
benefit AHCC.
The link is: http://smile.amazon.com/ch/31-0726233

AHCC Constitution Review
It is time for an update to the AHCC Constitution and to the church’s Policies and Procedures Guide. We have an outstanding group of people
who have agreed to work on this update. Katy Lee, Joshua Haney, Cindy
Thomas, Amanda Lutz, and John Heeney. We will be in communication
with the congregation to get your input as we work to get this task accomplished.

Finance Team
Meeting
The next finance
team meeting will
be Sunday, April 29 (after
worship).
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Anderson Karate at AHCC
Shotokan Karate lessons for youth age 7 and up
are every Tuesday and Thursday at 5:30pm—
6:30pm. Adult classes are every Tuesday and
Thursday from 6:30pm—8:00pm and an optional
youth and adult program on Saturday at 9:00am10:30am. Contact Anderson Karate at:
andersonkarate@aol.com or call 513-233-DOJO
(3656)

Board Meeting Minutes

The minutes of the AHCC Board
Meetings are kept in the Church
Office, and not on the bulletin board
in the hallway outside the fellowship hall.

Lost and Found

Wine, Dine and Bid for Inter Parish Ministry
Inter Parish Ministry’s Sunday Supper Celebration will take place on
Sunday, May 6th at the Oasis Conference Center in Loveland, OH.
From 5:00pm — 8:00pm.
Co-chaired by Kris and Steve Mullin
and with presenting sponsor, Fort
Washington Investment Advisors,
Inc., the event will include farm-totable delights provided by Bauer
Farm Kitchen, Bite, Golden Rule Catering, Grateful Grahams, Keystone
Bar & Grill and many more. Mjusic,
wine & craf6t beer bars and bourbon
tasting will all be on hand. Silent and
live auctions will feature sporting
events, theater tickets, weekend getaways, a bin filled with bourbon, Party-on0the-Porch at Lobsta Bakes of
Maine and an acoustical concert/
party in your home by Dan Varner.
National recording artist and CEA
finalist for Best Country Band, Dan
Varner, will lead the event as Master
of Ceremonies.
Tickets are $55 each and $400 for a
table of eight. Registration information will be available soon at
www.interparish.org or call Gail at
513-561-3942. We hope to see you
on May. 6th.

The lost and found is now located in the church office. Everyone please check for items you may have
left behind. We will keep the items for a few weeks.
After that we will donate unclaimed items .
Cub scout troop 476
Boys grades1-5
Meetings at AHCC
Mondays 6:30pm
Contact: Brian Cox
for more details

Walk MS – Cincinnati
Date: April 28, 2018
Start/Finish Location: Sawyer Point
Park - 705 E. Pete Rose Way, Cincinnati, Ohio 45202
Time: site opens at 8:30 a.m.; walk
begins at 10:00 a.m.
Please contact Rev. Anna Hope if you
are interested in walking with her on
April 28.

Sunday School Classes
9:30 AM Sundays at AHCC
Junior Class (5th grade and
younger)
Chi Rho (6th—12th grade)
Adult Class

An Exciting Change for
IPM
The Newtown and Amelia
Choice Food Pantries will now
serve clients every 30 days. In
the past IPM was only able to
provide food and clothing every
90 days. In addition, IPM is now
a USDA Pantry, meaning IPM
has access to more and healthier foods like fresh produce and
dairy products.

NEIGHBORS IN NEED “Coin Sunday” continues on the last Sunday of the month for the purpose of
“Local Outreach. “ Please save your change in order to participate when the children pass the little
buckets!
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AHCC Property Corner
April, 2018

Additional Property Updates
Metal Desk

There is a metal desk in the
large Sunday School classroom
that is available to anyone who
could use it. If you are interested please contact Cindy Thomas.



Carpet Update

It’s time for a carpet refresh at AHCC.
The carpet in the sanctuary is still in good
shape, but the carpet in the narthex, offices,
and choir room is faded, stained and needs
to be retired. A task force of five energetic
women has been hard at work for the past
few months to select new carpeting. Appreciation goes to Nancy Martin, Kay CastleBrinker, Gayle Roush, Karen Serenil, and
Cindy Thomas for serving on this task
force. They looked in many stores and at
many types and have selected a carpet: a
sample of it is available in the office for
members to view. At the March board meeting it was agreed that we will wait until after
VBS in June to install this new carpet.
Thank you, Nancy, Kay, Gayle, Karen, and
Cindy!
 The leaks in the men’s bathroom in the
original section of the church has been
fixed.
 We are getting quotes for an AED.
 The 100 year old maple tree at the parsonage was deep root fed.

Jazzercise Anderson Fitness Center
We are happy to announce that our beautiful building
will be a blessing to more Anderson residents
through the new contract with Jazzercise Anderson
Fitness Center.
They will be offering Jazzercise classes 7 days a
week here at AHCC, beginning on April 2nd.
Classes Monday—Friday are at 5:45am and 8:00am.
Monday, and Friday there is also a 4:30pm class
Wednesday a 6:00pm class
Sunday a 7:45am and a 4:30pm classes

Nominating Team
A Nominating Committee has been selected
and approved to draw up a slate of nominees
for officers for the next church year. The members of this committee are: Kay Castle-Brinker,
Jennie Cox, Brad Smith, Brian Lee, and Laurie
VanDierendonck. If you have any questions or
suggestions for this team call or email Susan
Smith
Newsletter Articles
Do you have news? Are you doing something fun? Do
you have something to share that we can all celebrate?
Let us know! The next newsletter deadline is Thursday,
May 24. Please email Sauni at ahccdoc@gmail.com
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Easter
For the Christian faith, Easter (known as paschal in Latin and Greek, stemming from pesah in
Hebrew) memorializes the most central event of all history—the resurrection of Jesus from the dead, and is
the most significant time of the church calendar.
Easter is a moveable feast, which means it falls on different dates every year in 325AD the Council of
Nicea established the date as the Sunday following the first full moon on or after the Spring Equinox.
The Christian observance of Easter is intimately related to the Jewish festival of Passover, which celebrates Israel’s emancipation from Egyptian bondage, when God’s angel passed over the Israelite homes
after they marked their doorposts with a lamb’s blood. Jesus serves as the ultimate Passover lamb for all
people in order that the world might escape the wages of sin.
Easter is the most significant and theologically potent of all Christian holy days. Not only was
Jesus vindicated by God and raised for our forgiveness of sins, but his resurrection serves as a model for
the promise of the Christian hope of eternal bodily existence and the renewal of all creation.
The origin of the Easter bunny and egg tradition is disputed, but it was likely brought to America by German immigrants in the eighteenth century. Both serve as appropriate symbols for renewal and new creation. Eggs have been decorated since ancient times, so their origin is unrelated to Easter, but the practice was likely adopted and appropriated for Easter since eggs are traditionally one of the foods

from which Christians fast during Lent.

This Month in History


Sunday, April 1

April Fools Day A tradition popularized by English pranksters



Friday, April 6

Opening of the first modern Olympic Games, 1896



Saturday, April 7

The World Health Org. is officially established by the UN, 1948



Sunday, April 8

Hank Aaron breaks Babe Ruth’s home run record, 1974



Wednesday, April 11

Civil Rights Act of 1968 is enacted



Friday, April 13

Handel’s Messiah first performed in Dublin, 1742



Sunday, April 15

The RMS Titanic sinks in the North Atlantic, 1912



Monday, April 16

MLK Jr. writes “A Letter from a Birmingham Jail”. 1963



Tuesday, April 17

Apollo 13 returns to earth, 1970



Tuesday, April 19

Final edition of the Oxford English Dictionary is published, 1928



Friday, April 20, 1999

Columbine High School shooting, 20 students & 1 teacher die



Wednesday, April 25

The Hubble Space Telescope goes into orbit, 1990



Friday, April 27

John Milton sells the right to his book Paradise Lost, 1667



Saturday, April 28

Harper Lee, author of To Kill a Mockingbird, was born 1926



Sunday, April 29

US troops liberate Dachau concentration camp, 1945
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Serving in April...
Elders

Deacon and Fellowship Snack Schedule

April 1 — Melanie Preston/Greg VanDierendonck

Greeters — Tabitha Clim
Prepare — Teri Crouch
Marianne Farley

(4/22)
(4/8
(4/15)

April 8— Greg VanDierendonck/Melanie Preston

Usher —

(4/29)

April 15 — Melanie Preston/Greg VanDierendonck

Cinda Thompson

All Deacons should be prepared to sub.

April 22 — Greg VanDierendonck/Melanie Preston
April 29 — Melanie Preston/Greg VanDierendonck

Junior Worship and Children’s Moment
April 1 —

Easter (Children Stay in Worship)

April 8 —

Jennie

April 15 — Laurie
April 22 — Katy
April 29 —

Family Sunday

Lay Readers
April 1 — Doug Roush
April 8 — Doug Roush
April 15 —Doug Roush
April 22 —Doug Roush
April 29 —Youth Reader

~Church Office Info~
Pastor Hours – Rev. Anna Hope Curwood’s office hours will vary Monday—Thursday as appointments allow. Her
days off are Friday & Saturday.
Secretary Hours – Office hours are Mon.—Thurs. 9 am —1 pm. Please call the office with any questions.
If you would like your name removed from our Monthly Newsletter, please respond to this email or call the
church office at (513)474-2237, and we will promptly remove your name. If you would like to receive your
newsletter in printed form, please let us know that, too. Thank you.

~AHCC Fellowship Hall Rentals~

Karate: Tuesday & Thursday 5:30 – 8:00 pm, Saturday 9:00 – 10:30 am. Contact Kim Weber at 513-233-3656.

April Birthdays

April Anniversaries

4/4

Eunice Donges

4/4

Cinda & Greg Thompson

4/5

Doug Roush

4/8

Pete & Pennie Bally

4/8

Barbara Henderson

4/10

Madelyn Lee

4/14

Randy Smith

4/19

Nik Donges

4/19

Lauren VanDierendonck

4/25

Keith Crouch
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Anderson Hills Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ)
8119 Clough Pike
Cincinnati, OH 45244
513-474-2237
ahccdoc@gmail.com
www.andersonhillschristianchurch.org
Rev. Anna Hope Curwood
Pastor
859-539-4260

acurwoodcard@yahoo.com
Secretary
Sauni Lerner
513-400-8526

Join us on Sundays
9:30 AM Children Sunday School
9:30 AM Adult Sunday School
10:30 AM Worship

April
April 1
April 1
April 2
April 2
April 3
April 4
April 8
April 8
April 10
April 10
April 10
April 11
April 11
April 15
April 16
April 17
April 17
April 18
April 22
April 23
April 24
April 24
April 25
April 28
April 29
April 29

Easter Sunday SONrise Service
9:30am
Easter Sunday
SWELS Luncheon
11:30am
Church Office Closed
Prayer Group
7:00pm
Prayer Group
10:00am
Admin. Team Meeting (After Worship)
Pastor’s Class
(After Worship)
Prayer Group
6:00pm
Walking Club
7:00pm
E-Word Meeting
6:00pm
DW Meeting
7:00pm
Prayer Group
10:00am
Pastor’s Class
(After Worship)
Elders Meeting
Prayer Group
6:00pm
Walking Club
7:00pm
Prayer Group
10:00am
Pastor’s Class
(After Worship)
Sauls Dinner (youth serving)
5:00pm
Prayer Group
6:00pm
Walking Club
7:00pm
Prayer Group
10:00am
MS Walk
Finance Team Meeting (After Worship)
Pastor’s Class
(After Worship)

Notable Days in April
April 1
April 2
April 5
April 6
April 7
April 7
April 7
April 15
April 15
April 16
April 17
April 19
April 20
April 22

April Fools Day
Nat’l Peanut Butter and Jelly Day
National Dandelion Day
National Walk to Work Day
National Beer Day
No Housework Day
World Health Day
Titanic Remembrance Day
World Art Day
Patriot’s Day
Blah, Blah, Blah Day
National High Five Day
Volunteer Recognition Day
Earth Day

Anderson Hills On line Calendar of Events
(link below)
http://andersonhillschristianchurch.org/events/
calendar/

AHCC Building Rental and Weekly meetings
*Tues Anderson Karate 5:30 pm—8 pm
*Thurs Anderson Karate 5:30 pm—8 pm

