THE WINDOW JANUARY, 2018
ANDERSON HILLS CHRISTIAN CHURCH
(DISCIPLES OF CHRIST)
Update from Discernment Team
The next Lunch and Learn session will be held on Sunday, February 25 following worship
The first lunch and learn session was held on December 3, 2017. We appreciate the participation
and feed back from all who participated on December 3. During the next Lunch and Learn, we will
share some of the information gained from the first Lunch and Learn session. The main focus for
the next lunch and learn will be what the Scripture says or doesn’t say about homosexuality and
how our understanding of Scripture influences our faith. The discernment team studied scripture
throughout their sessions in the fall and gained information about the different lenses of interpretation. We hope you will join us on February 25 to explore the Bible and discuss the next steps we
will take as a congregation. Please plan to attend and bring a dish to share on February

25
The Discernment Team
Property News:
Corporal Boiman, ATPD Crime Prevention Officer, of the Hamilton County Sheriff’s Office, District 5, has organized the Church Watch program. This program will be open to all churches
within District 5.
There is an upcoming meeting to discuss this new program on Wednesday, January 10, at
10:00am, at the Anderson Center (7850 Five Mille Road. 45230).
Cindy Thomas and Rev. Anna Hope Curwood will be attending the meeting.
If anyone else would like to attend please let Rev. Anna Hope or Cindy know.

The “OFFICIAL” AHCC Church
Calendar is posted on the bulletin board
near the office. Please use this calendar to
check for building availability and mark your
group’s events. This calendar will be used for
providing reminders and updates for weekly
bulletins and newsletters and hereafter known
as “the official calendar!”
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AHC @ AHCC

2017 seems to have flown by and 2018 is upon us! For most of us, the past year has
been filled with joys and celebrations, challenges and heartbreak as part of the ups and
downs which come with life. It has been a difficult year for many due to natural disasters,
horrific mass shootings, news stories which have pulled at our heart and our mind, and
pain within our own lives. It was also a year filled with much celebration and joy when we
watched first responders risk their lives to bring hope to those who were suffering, we
helped our neighbors in this community and beyond our walls, we celebrated milestones
with one another and in the world, and when we took moments to remember God’s love
which always prevails. 2017 was a year filled with many blessings and I hope each of us
can hold onto those blessings as we approach the new year!
We do not know what 2018 will bring but this new year provides a fresh start, a new
beginning to see what’s next! What’s next in our personal lives, what’s next in the life of
this community of faith and what’s next for our ever-changing world. We can begin this
new, fresh year with hopeful anticipation of more peace and less hate, more joy and less
pain and more love and less heartbreak. What can we do to help make 2018 a reality of
peace, joy and love? We can invite a friend to worship with us and make a place of welcome for a stranger. We can help one another and the church through our gifts of time and
treasure. We can tell those we encounter about the wonderful love of God through our actions and our words. It’s an exciting time to be part of AHCC and it’s an exciting time to be
a Christian in a world which needs more peace, more joy and more love. My prayer for this
congregation is that we will continue to make strides in showing the world what God’s love
is all about in 2018. I pray it will be a good year for each of us as we embark on this new
year filled with so much opportunity and promise. Let us take an exciting leap of faith into
tomorrow! Let us go forward with happy certainty of the good things God has waiting for
us!
Rev. Anna Hope Curwood

Rev. Anna Hope and her husband, Trent, will be taking their honeymoon from Saturday,
January 20 through Sunday, February 4. Rev. Anna Hope will have very limited access to
email and phone while she is away. If you have pastoral care concerns while Rev.Anna
Hope is away, please feel free to reach out to your Elder Shephard or any of the elders as
they are prepared to fill in to address pastoral care concerns while Rev. Anna Hope is on
vacation. You can also call the church office (513-474-2237) in case of emergency.
Thank You.
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Moderator’s Morsel
January 2018

As December ends and the New Year begins I want to thank you for your support of AHCC during this past
year. These last few months have been a busy and festive time at our church; everyone has pitched in to
accomplish many things. In late October the Fellowship Committee celebrated the Harvest Season with a
chilly, but fun, evening of Trunk or Treat to which we invited the neighborhood. In November our Disciples
Women’s worked hard putting together the annual Turkey Dinner and Bake Sale which yielded a delicious
meal as well as an evening that was lively and well attended.
In late November the Discernment Group completed an 8-week study with Dr. Paulsell and on Dec.3
hosted a Lunch-and-Learn session for the entire congregation. After lunch each table had a discussion
moderated by members of the Discernment Group who shared some of the experiences and insights from
their own participation. We will expand on these discussions in January.
On December 9 AHCC was honored to have our minister, Rev. Anna Hope and her fiancé, Trent Wills,
hold their wedding and reception here. Appreciation goes to all those who helped with various activities
surrounding this happy occasion and who made this day go smoothly. Kay Castle-Brinker hosted a shower
in her home. Katy Lee and Karen Serenil served as wedding coordinators on the day of the wedding, and
Barbara Moore and Barbara Henderson helped plan food and drinks for the reception. The wedding was a
beautiful and joyous celebration. Our church looked lovely thanks to the choir who had been in charge of
the Christmas decorating. Thank you to Cindy Thomas and everyone on the Property team for their role in
getting the Fellowship Hall looking its best, and also to Greg Van Dierendonck who spent all day on that
Saturday sweeping, raking, cleaning, and ensuring that we were ready for a large number of guests.
Our Advent Season was glorious this year thanks to the efforts of so many of our members. It was wonderful to see all of you and your families at our services. We thank Brian and Eunice for the beautiful music
they brought us, and also the choir members for their presentation of the outstanding Cantata. The Children and Youth Program, Joy in the Manger, was a blessing to all who were present. Our appreciation
goes to those who participated. Thank you to Barbara and Tom Moore who organized and managed
our Giving Tree in December that enabled some IPM families to have a Christmas with gifts. A big thankyou goes to John Heeney and the volunteers who worked on the church’s outdoor Nativity Scene, then put
it in place. Our church is well-known for this wonderful way we share the Christmas Story with motorists
driving on Clough Pike. Also I want to thank Rev. Anna Hope for her energy and attention to detail as she
kept up with services and various duties during an extremely busy time in her life!
Anderson Hills Christian Church is increasingly active, and in 2018 there will be new opportunities for
service and witness. The Outreach Committee is initiating a study on Evangelism in January. The Discernment Group is continuing to hold conversations on how we can become a more welcoming congregation.
Our young people are constantly looking for ways to be of service to members of our congregation and to
the community. If you have ideas for projects or if you hear about a need that should be addressed please
call the office, call me, or contact Joshua and Jeanna Haney who are heading up our Outreach and Evangelism Team. There are plenty of opportunities for us to be serving our community and the surrounding area. In 2018 let us look for even more ways for AHCC to become involved.
Joy and Hope,
Susan Smith
Susan Smith, Moderator
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E-Word 6 Week Study on Evangelism
We are starting a 6 week study on evangelism using the E-Word Curriculum created by the
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) in Kentucky.
It has been stated many times over that evangelism is misunderstood.
According to the E-Word Curriculum:
Evangelism is not backing someone in a corner and asking if they are saved.
Evangelism is not inviting someone to your church but then the church and ministries do all the
talking
Evangelism is not say nothing and do nothing
So what is evangelism?
Luke 19:10 "For the Son of Man has come to seek and to save that which was lost. (NASB)
Matthew 18:11 "For the Son of Man has come to save that which was lost. (NASB)
What is "that which was lost?"
It's love.
What if evangelism is a journey about where one searches for worth and value?
What if evangelism is about God's love and caring and showing God's love no matter
what?
What does this look like for AHCC - evangelism defined by God's love?
We are looking for members willing to go through a 6 week curriculum to explore this idea of
evangelism and then from there see what direction(s) this may send our church!
We plan to meet beginning January 2018 for six Sundays (January 14th - February 18th). We are
planning to meet during lunch immediately following the church service. Currently, the plan is
everyone packs their own lunch, but the group can also decide to organize the weekly lunches
(Each session will last approximately 45 minutes - 1 hour).
Please consider volunteering to be part of this 6 week session.
If you have questions or would like to participate, please contact Joshua and Jeanna Haney or
Rev. Anna Hope at your earliest convenience.
With appreciation,
The Outreach and Evangelism Team
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Blessings and Thank you
Thank you to the Choir and Director Brian Lee and pianist Eunice Donges for the wonderful Christmas Cantata that
the congregation was blessed with this Christmas season.
Thank you to Susan Smith, Brian and Katy Lee and all the children and adults who worked on, and participated in the
Children and Youth Christmas Program.
Thank you to the children for the Christmas Program and for participating in worship during the Advent season.
Thank you to everyone who provided “special music” during the services this Christmas season and through the past
year.
Thank you to Barbara and Tom Moore who shopped till they closed the shopping center for gifts for the Giving Tree
wish list. Thanks to them and all the people who adopted a family for providing joy and blessings under the tree for
many families this Christmas.
Thank you to all that provided the beautiful decorations , inside and outside., and for the Nativity Scene that gives joy
to the whole community.
Thank you to Susan Smith and Kay Castle Brinker for the great wedding shower they had for Rev. Anna Hope
Thank You to everyone who helped with the preparations for Rev. Anna Hope and Trent’s wedding and reception.
Everything was so beautiful and such a joy to have at AHCC.
We are blessed with much talent, and kind and generous hearts here at AHCC.

Pastor’s Class

Would you like to dive into your faith a little deeper? Are you considering baptism? Rev. Anna
Hope will begin a Pastor’s Class sometime in February 2018. She is excited about the opportunity
to see where the Spirit will lead our young people (and adults who may want to participate) in their
faith. The class will be an open format where there is not a set deadline of when each individual
person would make their confession of faith and become baptized. It is a process and it takes time
to carefully and prayerfully make this decision within our lives of faith. The elders will be mentoring
the participants along the way.
If you are interested in this new adventure of faith and exploring how the story of Jesus Christ impacts and develops the faith of our children and adults, please see Rev. Anna Hope for questions
and/or confirming participation. Thanks!
Please Note:
The DW Luncheon and Guest Speaker
scheduled for January 7, has been cancelled.
Thank You from IPM
IPM greatly appreciated all of the Personal Care
items that were donated at the DW Christmas Party.
They were very happy with the items, and very
grateful for all your generosity

To the congregation of AHCC
I “thank you” from the bottom of my heart
for your most generous Christmas gift.
I am so moved by your kindness and generosity, and so blessed to be accepted into your
church family as your secretary.
Thank you! Thank you! Thank you!
Sauni
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Mobile Food Pantry
January 11, 2018
Fifteen to twenty volunteers will be needed for the “Mobile Food Pantry” from
9:00am to 1:00pm.
Volunteers will help unload and set up from 9:00am to 10:00am and assist
shoppers or work at tables from 10:00am to 12:00noon. Sign-up sheet is on
the bulletin board in the narthex.

Don’t forget to sign up for the Amazon
Smile Program so your purchases all year
earn cash back for AHCC.

Admin. Team Meeting
Sunday, January 14, After
Worship

Amazon Smile Program

Board Meeting
Monday January 8, at
7:00pm
Board reports due by
Thursday, December 4,
in the AM

AHCC is now participating in the Amazon
Smile Program. Amazon will donate 0.5%
of the price of your purchases to us. To
participate when you are making a purchase, go to: Smile.Amazon.com . It will
ask you to choose the organization you
would like your donation to go to. Select
Anderson Hills Christian Church.

Please Note:
The All Church Board Game Night
has been changed from the 12th of
January to the 19th at 7:00pm.
Bring a game to play, a snack to
share and a friend! Fun for all ages!

The Next DW Event
will be the ‘Chili Cook Off ‘on February 4, 2018
SWELS

“Senior Women Eating Lunch Society”
There will be no SWELS lunch on Monday, January 1.
Luncheons will resume at Olive Garden on Beechmont Ave. on Monday, February 5,
2018., at 11:30,
Meals at Sauls Homeless Shelter
We will be serving a meal at Saul’s Homeless
Shelter on the 4th Monday of every month. Our
next meal will be Monday, January 22nd. We
will need 5 to 6 volunteers each month. Volunteers will be needed for shopping, cooking,

Elders Meeting
Monday January 15,
7:00pm at AHCC
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Christmas Eve 2017

Chi Rho Progressive Dinner

Christmas Cantata

2017 - 2018 Telephone Directory
Corrections and Additions
New Bd. Members, Elders, Trustees, Deacons
Vice Moderator - Greg VanDierendonck
Secretary - Laurie VanDierendonck
Trustee Chair - Brad Smith ,Bd. Rep.
Elders Co-Chairs: - Roland Serenil &
Katy Lee
Deacons - Karen Serenil, Bd. Rep.
Admin. Team - Cindy Thomas
Property Team - Cindy Thomas
Fellowship Bd. Rep. Laverne Shellabarger

Janet Baker - zip code 45255
Jon and Sarah Baker - 4028 Woods Mill Rd., Batavia, Oh 45103
Marianne Farley - 4541 Tealtown Rd., mklein793@aol.com
Dave Hurst - davehurst10@gmail.com
Roberta Plummer - Cincinnati, Oh - rjmplummer@gmail.com
Nancy Martin - ndmartin1935@gmail.com
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Board Meeting Minutes

Anderson Karate at AHCC
Shotokan Karate lessons for youth age 7 and up
are every Tuesday and Thursday at 5:30pm—
6:30pm. Adult classes are every Tuesday and
Thursday from 6:30pm—8:00pm and an optional
youth and adult program on Saturday at 9:00am10:30am. Contact Anderson Karate at:
andersonkarate@aol.com or call 513-233-DOJO
(3656)

The minutes of the AHCC Board
Meetings will now be kept in the
Church Office, and not on the bulletin board in the hallway outside the
fellowship hall.

Coats for Kids

Lost and Found
The lost and found is now located in the church office. Everyone please check for items you may have
left behind. We will keep the items for a few weeks.
After that we will donate unclaimed
items .

It’s that time again; the Disciples Women
will be collecting coats for kids attending
Brantner Elementary School for our Fall/
Winter Service project. There is a signup sheet available in the Narthex for those
wanting to purchase a coat when the opportunity becomes available.
We will work closely with a representative
from Brantner who will contact us that a
child needs a coat, hat and gloves for the
upcoming winter months. Once the need
is identified a person on the sign-up sheet
will be notified to purchase the coat within
24 to 48 hours for us to get the coat to the
child. If you want to support this service
but do not think you will have time to go out
and purchase the coat we have volunteers
that will be happy to purchase the coat for
you.
If you know ahead of time when
signing up please add a note (requesting
a shopper) and when we come to your
name we will contact you when we have
purchased the items and let you know
how much you owe.

Cub scout troop
476
Boys grades1-5
Meetings at AHCC
Mondays at 6:30pm
Contact: Brian Cox for more details

Sunday School Classes
9:30 AM Sundays at AHCC

If you have any questions please contact
Cinda Thompson.

Junior Class (5th grade and
younger)

Thank you in advance for your support.

Chi Rho (6th—12th grade)
Adult Class

SEM In Need of Donations
SEM has experienced a strain on their
resources this past year. During the
winter months the need for their services will be even greater. They fear
that in the coming year, without assistance, they may not be able to provide
the level of services they have in the
past.
If you would like to make a donation to
the SEM Food Pantry please mark your
donation envelope SEM.
SEM is an all volunteer organization.
That allows $.96 of every dollar to go to
the food pantry.
Thank You!
Tom Moore,

“Thank You” to T.P.
White & Sons Funeral
Home
T.P. White and Sons Funeral
Home generously gives
AHCC beautiful Christian
Family Calendars each year.
They will be available for you
on the table outside of the
church office for the next few
weeks.

NEIGHBORS IN NEED “Coin Sunday” continues on the last Sunday of the month for the purpose of
“Local Outreach. “ Please save your change in order to participate when the children pass the little
buckets!
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2017 Children and Youth Christmas Program

GAPP (Greater Anderson Promotes Peace) and ACRU (Anderson Churches for Racial
Unity) Presents:
Race, Class, and the Blue Collar
Kelly Phelps, MFA
Kyle Phelps, MFA
Two brothers with a passion for art and social justice merge their talents to tell a powerful
story.

Thursday, January 11, 7:00pm
Anderson Hills Christian Church
8119 Clough Pike
The program is free and open to he public.
RSVP: www.https://bluecollar.eventbrite.com
email: acru@cinci.rr.com
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Pastor Anna Hope and Trent on Their Wedding Day at AHCC

Dear Church Family,
We felt so blessed and honored to be married at Anderson Hills Christian Church on December
9. It was wonderful to be surrounded by so many family and friends. We want to thank each of
you for helping to make our wedding day a day that we will never forget. Our family and friends
all commented on the kind hospitality they received from our church family. We appreciate your
efforts to make them feel welcome and the church absolutely sparkled that evening. We know it
takes a village to pull off a large event and we are so grateful to each of you.
We also want to say how grateful we are for your generous gift that you gave us in recognition
of our marriage. The iPad will be a wonderful asset for work and for our family. We will take it
along with us to New Zealand to capture pictures and record memories from our honeymoon.
Your generosity went above and beyond with your kind gift to help with our travel expenses on
our honeymoon. We are looking forward to a few weeks to relax, catch up with family and enjoy
the beautiful scenery in New Zealand.
We pray that 2018 will be a great year and we appreciate each of you for making the end of
2017 so special for us!
With our deepest gratitude,
Rev. Anna Hope and Trent
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Serving in January...
Elders

Deacon and Fellowship Snack Schedule

January 7 — Greg VanDierendonck/Jane McSorley

Greeters — Tabitha Clim
Prepare — Tom Moore
Brian/Jennie Cox

(1/21)
(1/7)
(1/14)

January 14—Jane McSorley/Roland Serenil

Usher —

(1/28)

January 21 — Greg VanDierendonck/Jane McSorley

Amanda Lutz

All Deacons should be prepared to sub.

January 28 — Jane McSorley/Greg VanDierendonck
Lay Readers

Junior Worship and Children’s Moment

January 7 — Amanda Lutz

January 7 —

Susan

January 14 —

Cinda

January 14 — Amanda Lutz

January 21 —

Laurie

January 21 — Amanda Lutz

January 28 — Children Stay in Worship

January 28 — Youth Reader

~Church Office Info~
Pastor Hours – Rev. Anna Hope Curwood’s office hours will vary Monday—Thursday as appointments allow. Her
days off are Friday & Saturday.
Secretary Hours – Office hours are Mon.—Thurs. 9 am —1 pm. Please call the office with any questions.
If you would like your name removed from our Monthly Newsletter, please respond to this email or call the
church office at (513)474-2237, and we will promptly remove your name. If you would like to receive your
newsletter in printed form, please let us know that, too. Thank you.

~AHCC Fellowship Hall Rentals~

Karate: Tuesday & Thursday 5:30 – 8:00 pm, Saturday 9:00 – 10:30 am. Contact Kim Weber at 513-233-3656.

January Birthdays
1/1

Laurel Jones

1/2

Bonnie Hackney

1/2

Tammy Riddle

1/2

Sarah Smith

1/4

Janet Baker

1/26

Jane McSorley
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Anderson Hills Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ)
8119 Clough Pike
Cincinnati, OH 45244
513-474-2237
ahccdoc@gmail.com
www.andersonhillschristianchurch.org
Rev. Anna Hope Curwood
Pastor
859-539-4260

acurwoodcard@yahoo.com
Secretary
Sauni Lerner
513-400-8526

Join us on Sundays
9:30 AM Children Sunday School
9:30 AM Adult Sunday School
10:30 AM Worship

January
January 1
January 1
January 2
January 3
January 8
January 9
January 10
January 11
January 12
January 14
January 15
January 20
January 22
January 23
January 24
January 30
January 31

New Years Day (Office Closed)
No SWELS Luncheon
Prayer Group
7:00pm
Prayer Group
10:00am
Board Meeting
7:00pm
Prayer Group
7:00pm
Prayer Group
10:00am
IPM Food Pantry
Board Game Night
Admin. Team Meeting (After Worship)
Elders Meeting
7:00pm
Rev. Anna Hope & Trent Leave for Honeymoon
Sauls Dinner
Prayer Group
6:00pm
Prayer Group
10:00am
Prayer Group
7:00pm
Prayer Group
10:00am

Happy New Year

Notable Days in January
January 1
January 4
January 6
January 8
January 10
January 10
January 13
January 14
January 15
January 17
January 21
January 28
January 29

New Years Day (Office Closed)
National Spaghetti Day
Feast of the Epiphany
Bubble Bath Day
Houseplant Appreciation Day
National Take the Stairs Day
International Skeptics Day
Dress Up Your Pet Day
Martin Luther King Jr. Birthday
Ditch New Year’s Resolutions Day
Squirrel Appreciation Day
Fun at Work Day
Bubble Wrap Appreciation Day

Anderson Hills On line Calendar of Events
(link below)
http://andersonhillschristianchurch.org/events/

AHCC Building Rental and Weekly meetings
*Tues Anderson Karate 5:30 pm—8 pm
*Thurs Anderson Karate 5:30 pm—8 pm
*Sat Anderson Karate 9 am—10:30 am

