THE WINDOW DECEMBER, 2017
ANDERSON HILLS CHRISTIAN CHURCH
(DISCIPLES OF CHRIST)
Join Us On December 3rd
Lunch and Learn about AHCC Discernment Process
The Discernment Team has concluded their time under the leadership of Dr. William
Paulsell (editor of; Listening To The Spirit: A Handbook For Discernment) and now
they are ready to share their experiences with the wider congregation. On Sunday,
December 3, the Discernment Team invites you to bring a covered dish to share,
stay after worship and learn about the discernment process. We will have several of
these Lunch and Learn sessions over the next few months to offer information to
the congregation. On December 3, we will be discussing what it means to be Welcoming and get an overview of how the discernment process worked each week as
the group gathered for worship, discussion, sharing of stories and listening to the
Holy Spirit. We hope to see you on December 3!

Upcoming Dates to Remember
Monday, December 4, SWELS 11:30am Olive Garden
Friday, December 8, Life Line Screening
Saturday, December 9, Curwood/Wills Wedding
Sunday, December 10, Children’s Christmas Program
Sunday, December 10, Admin. Team Meeting (After Worship)
Wednesday, December 13, DW Christmas Party at the Smith’s House
Sunday, December 17, Christmas Cantata
Sunday, December 17, Youth Progressive Dinner
Monday, December 18, Elders Meeting 7:00pm
Sunday, December 24, Christmas Eve
Monday, December 25, Christmas Day (Office Closed)

The “OFFICIAL” AHCC Church
Calendar is posted on the bulletin board
near the office. Please use this calendar to
check for building availability and mark your
group’s events. This calendar will be used for
providing reminders and updates for weekly
bulletins and newsletters and hereafter known
as “the official calendar!”
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AHC @ AHCC
Into the bleakest winters of our souls, Lord, you are tiptoeing on tiny Infant feet
to find us, hold our hands. May we drop whatever it is we are so busy about these
days to accept this gesture so small that it may get overlooked in our frantic search
for something massive and overwhelming. Remind us that it is not you who demands large, lavish celebrations and enormous strobe-lit displays of faith. Rather,
you ask only that we have the faith of a mustard seed and willingness to let a small
hand take ours. We are ready.” Advent by Margaret Anne Huffman.
I found these beautiful words as I have been preparing for the season of Advent. This month, is one of the busiest months in the church calendar as well as our
personal calendars. We have cookies to bake, parties to attend, decorations to be
displayed and the list goes on. It is a festive, wonderful time but Huffman reminds us
of the simple beginnings from where our celebration originated. The birth of Jesus,
who lived and dwelled among us, is what draws us together in celebration each
Christmas. In the Christ child God sent a baby, small and defenseless, with little toes
and fingers just like ours, who was born to change the world. When we hold the
hand of another or extend the love of Christ to a stranger, we are bound to the
Christmas story. When a new life comes into the world, we are filled with joy. There
is nothing more comforting and fascinating than to hold a newborn baby. A baby fills
us with so much hope and excitement. A baby changes the lives of those to whom
he or she has been entrusted. The Christ child came in human form to know us at
our deepest level, to show love in a whole new way and to change the world by his
very presence. When we decorate our church and our homes, when we place candles in our windows, when we bake cookies to share with family and friends, let us
also prepare our hearts and minds to welcome Christ among us. Let us not forget
that it is a tiny baby, Jesus Christ, who makes this beautiful season about hope,
love, joy and peace.
Advent is ultimately about LOVE. The love that God showed in sending Jesus
to us. During this particular Advent season, my heart is overflowing with thanksgiving and love. I am thankful to each of you at Anderson Hills Christian Church for
your willingness to journey in faith with a new pastor. I am thankful for the love you
show one another and to the world beyond our walls. My heart overflows with love
when I see doctors, nurses, police officers, fire officials and first responders bravely
risking their lives to help those in trouble. I see love when people care for one another and when strangers become friends. I also have love on my mind since Trent and
I will be married during this season of Advent. It is definitely the season of love, a
love that fills our hearts and minds in abundance. The love of God was poured into
Jesus the Savior to be born in a manger on the first Christmas night. It was a night
of everlasting love which still shines through into our lives today. May we all live with
love in our hearts, in our minds, in our homes, and in our church. May that love
bless the whole wide world. I wish you joy, love, and peace to keep and to give away
throughout this season and the new year. Merry Christmas!
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Pastor’s Class
Advent/Christmas Schedule
(Sunday Worship: 10:30 AM)
December 3
First Sunday in Advent (Hope)
Lunch and Learn (after worship)
December 11
Second Sunday in Advent (peace)
CHILDREN AND YOUTH CHRISTMAS PROGRAM
“Joy in the Manger” by Shirley Lockhart Ingram
(Program during worship)
December 17
Third Sunday in Advent (Joy)
CHRISTMAS CANTATA
“Let the Whole World Sing”

Would you like to dive into your faith a little deeper? Are you considering baptism? Rev. Anna Hope
will begin a Pastor’s Class sometime in February
2018. She is excited about the opportunity to see
where the Spirit will lead our young people (and
adults who may want to participate) in their faith.
The class will be an open format where there is not
a set deadline of when each individual person
would make their confession of faith and become
baptized. It is a process and it takes time to carefully and prayerfully make this decision within our
lives of faith. The elders will be mentoring the participants along the way.
If you are interested in this new adventure of faith
and exploring how the story of Jesus Christ impacts and develops the faith of our children and
adults, please see Rev. Anna Hope for questions
and/or confirming participation. Thanks!

by Joel Raney
(during 10:30am worship)
Youth Progressive Dinner
5pm

Trunk or Treat—Thank You
The weather was a bit chilly, but that did not seem to bother
the Trick or Treaters. It was a good time for everyone. There
were vehicles and children all dressed up for Halloween fun.

December 24
CHRISTMAS EVE MORNING WORSHIP
Fourth Sunday in Advent (Love)

10:30AM
December 24
CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE

A Great Big “Thank You”
Thank you to everyone that cooked, cleaned,
served and used there other creative talents to
make our 34th annual “Turkey Dinner” a huge success.

7PM
Carols, Communion & Candles

Take a Step Toward Staying Healthy & Active
Advanced ultrasound technology looks inside your arteries for signs of plaque buildup.
That’s why 9 out of 10 cardiovascular doctors support preventive screenings for those with key risk factors.
Key risk factors include age 55+, High Blood Pressure, High Cholesterol, Diabetes, Obesity, tobacco usage,
family history of CVD or stroke. Five health screenings will be offered that scan for potential
health problems. All five screenings take 60-90 minutes to complete.
Life Line Screening will be at Anderson Hills Christian Church on Friday, December 8, 2017
You can pre-register by calling 1-888-653-6450 or visit www.lifelinescreening.com/community-partners.
The cost is: 4 tests for $139.00 - Plaque, Vascular Disease and Heart Rhythm Package
5 tests for $149.00 - This adds an Osteoporosis Screening for only $10 more
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A Note From Your Financial Secretary
As we rapidly approach the holidays, please keep in mind our dedicated staff at Anderson Hills Christian
Church. In the past a couple of weeks before Christmas, a quiet request is made for donations for gifts for
the church staff. This year we’re going to handle staff gifts just as we would our normal offerings, i.e., write
a check to Anderson Hills Christian Church and note in the memo field “church staff” or place cash in an
offering envelope and note on the envelope “church staff”. Anytime that a cash donation is made, it’s always helpful if your name, the date, what the offering is for and the offering amount is written on the envelope. If there are any questions about this or other church financial matters, please feel free to talk with
me, Steve Brinker, or Karen Serenil. We’ll do our best to answer your questions.

The Children and Youth Christmas Program
The Children and Youth Christmas Program will
take place during morning worship on Sunday,December10. If your young people are involved please remind them that we will rehearse
during the Junior Worship time on Sunday, December 3. We will have a last rehearsal at
9:30am, Sunday December 10, in the sanctuary.
Doughnuts will be served! Any questions, call or
email Susan Smith at: 513-708-2251 or
snscinti@gmail.com

Don’t forget to sign up for the Amazon Smile Program so your Christmas purchases earn cash
back for AHCC.

Kroger Rewards

Amazon Smile Program
AHCC is now participating in the Amazon
Smile Program. Amazon will donate 0.5%
of the price of your purchases to us. To
participate when you are making a purchase, go to: Smile.Amazon.com . It will
ask you to choose the organization you
would like your donation to go to. Select
Anderson Hills Christian Church.

Through the Kroger Community Rewards
Program, Anderson Hills Christian Church
earned $119.25 between 8-1-17— 10-3117. Nineteen households who shopped at
Kroger's participated in the program.
To participate in the program please register your
Kroger Plus Card and your purchases will earn AHCC
Community rewards Our Number is 37849

SWELS
(Senior Women Eating Lunch Society) Join us
on Monday December 4, at 11:30am at the
Olive Garden on Beechmont.
Everyone Welcome
Meals at Sauls Homeless Shelter
We will be serving a meal at Saul’s Homeless
Shelter on the 4th Monday of every month. Our
next meal will be Monday, January 22nd. We
will need 5 to 6 volunteers each month. Volunteers will be needed for shopping, cooking,
transporting and serving. There is a sign-up sheet on the bulletin
board.

DW Christmas Party
Wednesday, December 13th, 6:30pm, at
Susan Smith’s house. Everyone is asked
to bring an appetizer to share and a personal care item for IPM.
If anyone needs a ride contact
Laurie at:
513-608-8284.

Admin. Team
Meeting
December 10th
After Worship
Elders Meeting
December 18th, 7:00pm
at AHCC
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Hi! My name is Melanie Preston and I am privileged to be serving again as an elder
for Anderson Hills.
I have been a Disciple of Christ literally from birth. I have also been a nurse nearly
as long, receiving my first nurse's "uniform" from my Cradle Roll (Nursery) teachers
at Fourth Avenue Christian Church because I was always "helping" take care of the
babies. That turned out to be very prophetic as I have spent most of my career taking care of babies and now their mothers as well.
I have also lived in Ohio my entire life, ( which one of my uncles - also from Ohio liked to remind me is nothing to brag about as "a Buckeye is just a worthless nut!")
Perhaps, but I have learned so much that has helped me on my Christian journey
from them.
A favorite "lesson" was how to "burrrr-umph" like the froggy in the pond from Rev.
Ted Faulkner. Although not a deep theological lesson, he sowed the seeds that
church can be family, and FUN! There is not space to list all my church family over
the years, so I will simply thank all of you for your example and pray that I can pay it
forward.
Christmas Giving Tree
The Christmas Giving Tree is located in the narthex. Take a card to adopt a family for the holidays. IPM suggests spending between $30 and $40. DO NOT
WRAP YOUR GIFT— You may include wrapping paper to be used if you wish.
Put the gifts in a plastic bag and tie the tag to the handle for identification for IPM.
Gifts must be in by December 10th to be delivered to the pick-up point on De2017 - 2018 Telephone Directory
Corrections and Additions
New Bd. Members, Elders, Trustees, Deacons
Vice Moderator - Greg VanDierendonck
Secretary - Laurie VanDierendonck
Trustee Chair - Brad Smith ,Bd. Rep.
Elders Co-Chairs: - Roland Serenil &
Katy Lee
Deacons - Karen Serenil, Bd. Rep.
Admin. Team - Cindy Thomas
Property Team - Cindy Thomas
Fellowship Bd. Rep. Laverne Shellabarger

Janet Baker - zip code 45255
Jon and Sarah Baker - 4028 Woods Mill Rd., Batavia, Oh 45103
Marianne Farley - 4541 Tealtown Rd., mklein793@aol.com
Dave Hurst - davehurst10@gmail.com
Roberta Plummer - Cincinnati, Oh - rjmplummer@gmail.lcom

IPM Needs Winter Clothes
Winter and the holidays are fast approaching.
During this time, IPM experiences a peak in the need for men’s and school aged-winter clothing. Coats, hats, gloves, mittens and even boots can be dropped off at the Newtown Choice Food Pantry, 3509 Debolt Road from 9am to 3pm, Monday through Wednesday and the Amelia Food Pantry at 1075 Ohio Pike from 9am to 3pm Wednesday through Friday.
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Board Meeting Minutes

Anderson Karate at AHCC
Shotokan Karate lessons for youth age 7 and up
are every Tuesday and Thursday at 5:30pm—
6:30pm. Adult classes are every Tuesday and
Thursday from 6:30pm—8:00pm and an optional
youth and adult program on Saturday at 9:00am10:30am. Contact Anderson Karate at:
andersonkarate@aol.com or call 513-233-DOJO
(3656)

The minutes of the AHCC Board
Meetings will now be kept in the
Church Office, and not on the bulletin board in the hallway outside the
fellowship hall.

Coats for Kids

Lost and Found
The lost and found is now located in the church office. Everyone please check for items you may have
left behind. We will keep the items for a few weeks.
After that we will donate unclaimed
items .

It’s that time again; the Disciples Women
will be collecting coats for kids attending
Brantner Elementary School for our Fall/
Winter Service project. There is a signup sheet available in the Narthex for those
wanting to purchase a coat when the opportunity becomes available.
We will work closely with a representative
from Brantner who will contact us that a
child needs a coat, hat and gloves for the
upcoming winter months. Once the need
is identified a person on the sign-up sheet
will be notified to purchase the coat within
24 to 48 hours for us to get the coat to the
child. If you want to support this service
but do not think you will have time to go out
and purchase the coat we have volunteers
that will be happy to purchase the coat for
you.
If you know ahead of time when
signing up please add a note (requesting
a shopper) and when we come to your
name we will contact you when we have
purchased the items and let you know
how much you owe.

Cub scout troop
476
Boys grades1-5
Meetings at AHCC
Mondays at 6:30pm
Contact: Brian Cox for more details

Sunday School Classes
9:30 AM Sundays at AHCC

If you have any questions please contact
Cinda Thompson.

Junior Class (5th grade and
younger)

Thank you in advance for your support.

Chi Rho (6th—12th grade)

SEM In Need of Donations
SEM has experienced a strain on their
resources this past year. With the holidays coming the need for their services
will be even greater. They fear that in
the coming year, without assistance,
they may not be able to provide the level
of services they have in the past.
If you would like to make a donation to
the SEM Food Pantry please mark your
donation envelope SEM.
SEM is an all volunteer organization.
That allows $.96 of every dollar to go to
the food pantry.
Thank You!
Tom Moore,
SEM representative
IPM Gives Thanks for All You Do
It’s the season of grace.
It’s the season of gratitude.
It’s the season of giving hope.
IPM gives thanks for all the good things
you have given to them in the past year.
Your gifts help to serve 250 children with
school supplies and back packs this
school year. More than 4,400 families
received food from the Choice Food
Pantries in Newtown and Amelia. And
over 300 families will be receiving help
with Christmas.

Adult Class

NEIGHBORS IN NEED “Coin Sunday” continues on the last Sunday of the month for the purpose of
“Local Outreach. “ Please save your change in order to participate when the children pass the little
buckets!
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The most amazing gift of Christmas is its magic― the gift of family love and laughter of friends; wishing you a
Merry Christmas and a Healthy, Happy and Prosperous New Year.

GINGERBREAD FUDGE
INGREDIENTS








12 oz. white chocolate, melted
1 c. sweetened condensed milk
1 tsp. ground nutmeg
1 tsp. ground cinnamon
1 tsp. ground ginger
1/2 tbsp. Red nonpareils
1/2 tbsp. green nonpareils

DIRECTIONS
1. In a large bowl, mix together white chocolate and sweetened condensed milk. Add nutmeg, cinnamon, and
ginger and stir until combined. Stir in almost all nonpareils (leave some to sprinkle on top) until combined.

2. Using a spatula, transfer fudge into a parchment-lined glass baking dish and smooth over top. Sprinkle with

remaining nonpareils and let sit until firm, at least one hour. (Transfer to the fridge to speed up the process.)
Cut into squares and enjoy.

INGREDIENTS




A sheet puff pastry, defrosted
1 7ox. Wheel brie
1/4 c. cherry preserves

Egg Wash
DIRECTIONS
Cut puff pastry into 8-inch square. Place brie in center
and top with cherry preserves. Fold up corners of puff pastry,
Sealing it at the top. Brush with egg wash and bake at 400
Degrees F for 20—25 minutes. Until pastry is golden and cheese has melted.
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The Christmas Tree Has Royal Roots
An American holiday tradition was launched by a fashionable British queen celebrating an old German custom.
Long before the advent of Christmas—and even before the birth of Christ—ancient civilizations embraced evergreen
boughs, wreaths and garlands as symbols of eternal life amid the darkest days of the winter solstice. From these pagan roots sprouted the modern Christmas tree. The first recorded display of a decorated Christmas tree has been
traced to Riga, Latvia, in 1510, and the custom proliferated in 16th and 17th century Germany as Protestant elites bedecked their homes and guildhalls with pines and firs garnished with nuts, dates and apples.
Christmas trees grew in popularity in Germany throughout the early 1800’s and German immigrants to the United
States brought the yuletide tradition with them to their new homeland. In his book “The Battle for Christmas,” Stephen
Nissenbaum writes that, in spite of claims that Hessian soldiers fighting for the British during the Revolutionary War
erected the first Christmas trees in America, it was the Pennsylvania German community, likely after 1820, who first
brought the custom to the United States.
It wasn’t until a famed British monarch gave her royal stamp of approval, however, that the Christmas tree became an
American holiday staple. Although she was the longest reigning monarch in British history, Queen Victoria had German blood coursing through her veins, and German traditions thrived in the British royal palaces. Queen Charlotte,
Victoria’s grandmother and the German-born wife of King George III, had erected Christmas trees at Windsor Castle
as early as 1800. Victoria’s mother was German born as well, and the young princess had a small tree, decorated
with candles and sugar ornaments, in her palace quarters every Christmas. Three years after ascending to the throne
in 1837, Queen Victoria married Prince Albert, a German import himself, and the monarch encouraged her consort to
adorn Windsor Castle at Christmas time according to his boyhood customs. The prince imported firs directly from the
forests of his homeland and decorated them with trinkets, toys, gifts and edibles. He hoped to pass his holiday traditions down to his royal offspring, writing in 1847, that he hoped his children’s delight in the Christmas trees is not less
than ours used to be.”
Young Queen Victoria, like some modern day British royals, was a trendsetter in England, as well as in America.
In 1850 the Christmas Tree made it to the rest of the English speaking world thanks to an influential monthly magazine, “Godey’s Lady’s Book.” Sarah Josepha Hale, the editor of the taste shaping publication as well as the reputed
author of “Mary Had a Little Lamb” pointed to the British Queen as a feminist role model and showed a picture of the
royal family in a woodcutting titled “Christmas Tree at Windsor Castle.” Ms. Hale made some alterations to the woodcutting picture and the caption read “The Christmas Tree.” The royal yuletide became transformed into an All American Christmas.
During the rest of the 19th century, an All American Christmas increasingly came with a fragrant fir inside the house.
President Franklin Pierce erected the first Christmas tree in the White House, and it became a federal holiday in 1870.
The Christmas tree industry in America is a $1.7 billion business, with approximately 30 million real trees and 10 million artificial trees sold each year — and it all started with a British Queen.
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Serving in December...
Elders

Deacon and Fellowship Snack Schedule
Greeters — Ray Trout
Prepare — Ian Baker
Karen Serenil

(12/17)
(12/3)
(12/10)

Usher —

(12/24)

Mary Ann Fisher

All Deacons should be prepared to sub.

December 3 — Melanie Preston/Kay Castle-Brinker
December 10 -Kay Castle-Brinker/Melanie Preston
December 17 –Melanie Preston/Kay Castle-Brinker
December 24 - Kay Castle/Brinker/Melanie Preston
December 31– Melanie Preston/Kay Castle-Brinker
Lay Readers

Junior Worship and Children’s Moment

December 3 — Melanie Preston

December 3 — Katy
December 10 — Children’s Program

December 10 — Melanie Preston

December 17 — Cantata

December 17 — Melanie Preston

December 24 — Christmas Eve - Children Stay
in Worship
December 31 — Children Stay in Worship

December 24 — Melanie Preston
December 31 — Youth Reader

~Church Office Info~
Pastor Hours – Rev. Anna Hope Curwood’s office hours will vary Monday—Thursday as appointments allow. Her
days off are Friday & Saturday.
Secretary Hours – Office hours are Mon.—Thurs. 9 am —1 pm. Please call the office with any questions.
If you would like your name removed from our Monthly Newsletter, please respond to this email or call the
church office at (513)474-2237, and we will promptly remove your name. If you would like to receive your
newsletter in printed form, please let us know that, too. Thank you.

~AHCC Fellowship Hall Rentals~

Karate: Tuesday & Thursday 5:30 – 8:00 pm, Saturday 9:00 – 10:30 am. Contact Kim Weber at 513-233-3656.

December Birthdays

December Anniversaries

12/1

Teri Crouch

12/29 Karen Serenil

12/4

Brian Cox

12/29 Seam Riffle

12/8

Sheri Eichorn

12/31 Laura McSorley Snow

12/16

Al Eichorn

12/16

Joshua Haney

12/17

Leslie Dobbelstein

12/19

Chris Eichorn

12/24

Dave Hurst

12/24

Melanie Preston

12/6

Al & Rev. Nancy Eichorn

12/27

John & Mary Heeney

Anderson Hills Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ)
8119 Clough Pike
Cincinnati, OH 45244
513-474-2237
ahccdoc@gmail.com
www.andersonhillschristianchurch.org
Rev. Anna Hope Curwood
Pastor
859-539-4260

acurwoodcard@yahoo.com
Secretary
Sauni Lerner
513-400-8526

Join us on Sundays
9:30 AM Children Sunday School
9:30 AM Adult Sunday School
10:30 AM Worship

December
December 4
December 5
December 6
December 8
December 9
December 10
December 10
December 12
December 13
December 13
December 17
December 17
December 18
December 19
December 20
December 25
December 26
December 27

SWELS @ Olive Garden
11:30am
Prayer Group
7:00pm
Prayer Group
10:00am
Life Line Screening
Curwood/Wills Wedding
3:00pm
Children’s Christmas Program
Admin. Team Meeting (After Worship)
Prayer Group
7:00pm
Prayer Group
10:00am
DW Christmas Party at Smith’s Home
Christmas Cantata
Youth Progressive Dinner
Elders Meeting
7:00pm
Prayer Group
6:00pm
Prayer Group
10:00am
Christmas Day
(Office Closed)
Prayer Group
7:00pm
Prayer Group
10:00am

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year

Notable Days in December
December 1
World AIDS Day
December 6
Give a Secret Gift Day
December 7
Pearl Harbor Day
December 16
Boston Tea Party
December 1 7
Wright Brother’s 1st Flight
December 20
Go Caroling Day
December 21
Winter Solstice
December 23
Festivus
December 25
Christmas Day (Office Closed)
December 26
National Whiners Day
December 31
New Year’s Eve
Chanukah December 12th - 20th
Kwanzaa December 26th - January 1st

Anderson Hills On line Calendar of Events
(link below)
http://andersonhillschristianchurch.org/events/

AHCC Building Rental and Weekly meetings
*Tues Anderson Karate 5:30 pm—8 pm
*Thurs Anderson Karate 5:30 pm—8 pm
*Sat Anderson Karate 9 am—10:30 am

