
 

  

 THE WINDOW  SEPTEMBER, 2017 

 ANDERSON HILLS CHRISTIAN CHURCH 

                 (DISCIPLES OF CHRIST) 

The “OFFICIAL” AHCC Church 

Calendar is posted on the bulletin board 

near the office.  Please use this calendar to 

check for building availability and mark your 

group’s events.  This calendar will be used for 

providing reminders and updates for weekly 

bulletins and newsletters and hereafter known 

as “the official calendar!”     
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Upcoming Dates to Remember 

 Sunday, September 24, AHCC Picnic immediately following 

worship service  

Sunday, October 15, 5th—12th grade trip to Kings Island 

Saturday, October 28, annual Halloween Trunk or Treat from 6-

8pm 

 

    See Calendar of Events on Page 5    

All-Church Field Trip on Saturday, September 9 

Please Join Us For Our All-Church Field Trip to Cane Ridge Meeting House and Museum 

Meet at AHCC at 9:00am to carpool to Cane Ridge in Bourbon County, Kentucky 

We will have a tour of the Cane Ridge Meeting House and Museum, have a picnic on the grounds (pack your own 

lunch) and participate in a short time of worship together. Cane Ridge is where the Disciples of Christ denomination 

began to take shape as part of the Stone-Campbell movement in the early 1800s. It is possible the “largest one-room 

log structure standing in North America.” We hope to have a wonderful day learning about our denominational ties to 

Cane Ridge while enjoying the beautiful grounds and a time of fellowship together. Sign-up sheet is on the bulletin  

Board, in the Gathering Space. 

Ice Cream Wednesdays 

Thanks to everyone who participated in Ice Cream Wednesdays with Rev. Anna Hope in June, July and August! A 

special thank you goes out to the kind donors who covered the cost of everyone’s ice cream during the August 

event at Graeter’s! 

Thanks, 

Rev. Anna Hope 
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September Happenings 

SWELS  

(Senior Women Eating 

Lunch Society)  Join us on 

Monday October 2, at 

11:30am at the Olive Gar-

den on Beechmont.  Everyone welcome.  

 
Meals at Sauls Homeless Shelter 

We will be serving a meal at Saul’s Home-

less Shelter on the 4th Monday of every 

month. Our next meal will be Monday, Sep-

tember 25th. We will need 5 to 6 volunteers 

each month. Volunteers will be needed for 

shopping, cooking, transporting and serving.  There is a sign-up 

sheet on the bulletin board.  

Elders Meeting  

September 18, 7:00pm at 

AHCC 

Walking Club 

The walking club is in full swing.. We walk on 

Tuesday evenings at 7:00pm at different locations 

in the community. We walk for an hour which is 

typically about 3 miles. Each week the walk loca-

tion is in  the Sunday bulletin and an email also will 

be sent out. All are welcome to come join us for some great          

exercise and fellowship. For further details you can           

contact Laurie VanDierendonck at 513-608-8284 

All Church Work Day 

Saturday, September 16, 2017 

Roll up your sleeves and put 

on your gloves for the “All 

Church Work Day.” We will 

be working outside getting 

ready for the AHCC picnic. 

Rocks, Rocks, Rocks 

We need rocks that are the size of a baseball or 

larger. They are needed for the areas where 

the mulch washes away. Mulch is expensive, 

rocks are free. If each member could just bring 

a rock or two as a contribution to the church, it 

would be greatly appreciated. Thank You! 

September Youth Service Project 

Birthday Bags 

It’s hard for many of us to imagine celebrating 

a child’s birthday without a party or presents, 

but for some families, finding the extra money 

to afford a child’s birthday celebration is diffi-

cult. 

This month’s service project is designed to 

help these families by providing a small “party in a bag” for a child 

in need. And at the same time give children with “more” the oppor-

tunity to learn empathy and sharing. The youth Sunday school 

classes will assemble the bags on Sunday, September 24.  

There will be a sign-up sheet posted on the bulletin board with the 

items we are collecting and how many of each we need.  

Items are to be left in the designated containers.  

These bags will be donated to Sauls Homeless Shelter. 

Join Scout Night 

For prospective Scout families 

the “Join Scout Night” will be at 

AHCC on Wednesday, Septem-

ber 13th from 6:30—7:30pm. 

This is a good time to get all of 

your questions answered. 

DW Wants You!!! 

Disciple Women’s Kickoff Meeting 

Please join us for the Disciple Wom-

en’s Kickoff meeting on September 

13th, at 6:30pm. There will be a 

light dinner provided by the DW of-

ficers, along with our introduction to 

the study for the year “Ten Women of the Bible

-One by One They Changed The World”. We 

welcome all women of AHCC to join us. 

 Sunday, September 24 

AHCC Picnic  

Immediately Following 

Worship 

This year the AHCC picnic will 

be in our own beautiful back 

yard. Sign-up sheet is on the 

bulletin board.  
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CHURCH NURSERY WORKER POSITION OPENING  

Anderson Hills Christian Church, located at 8119 Clough Pike, Cincinnati, Ohio 45244, is looking for a qualified 

childcare attendant to share God’s love with our youngest children. This position will pay $30 each Sunday which 

include the hours of 9:15-11:45am. We are seeking a person age 18 or older who is friendly and outgoing, with a 

love for children. Previous childcare experience and CPR training required, and candidates must be willing to sub-

mit to a background check. INTERESTED PERSONS CAN INQUIRE TO: Rev. Anna Hope Curwood @ acur-

woodcard@yahoo.com or call (513) 474-2237  Members please take a moment and post this to your 

Facebook page. Thank You ! 

Dear Congregation Members and Friends of the Congregation at Anderson Hills Christian Church,  

 
     What is discernment? It is defined as “perception in the absence of judgment with a view to ob-
taining spiritual direction and understanding.” Over the past year, the elders and board members 
have been charged with the task of addressing same-sex marriage at AHCC. They realized that 
there is a much larger issue at hand which needs to be addressed in a prayerful, considerate man-
ner for the church to move forward.  

Under the guidance of Rev. Dr. Bill Paulsell, who edited the book, Listening To The Spirit: A Hand-
book For Discernment, there will be a group of members who will go through an 8 week discern-
ment process. They will address one key question: What is the Gospel message to our church as 
we relate to gays and lesbians in the church? The group will study and discuss the question. The 
process in the past has not included bi-sexual and transgender individuals but can be included in 
the conversation.  The committee is not making a decision where the church will go after the dis-
cernment period but will share with the congregation after studying the main question at hand. 

   The following people will be part of the committee:  

 

Laurie VanDierendonck, Joshua Haney, Cincy Thomas, Barbara Moore, Tom Moore, Jane McSor-
ley, Katy Lee, Brian Lee, Roland Serenil, Chris Eichorn, Melanie Preston, Susan Smith, Rev. Anna 
Hope Curwood 

 

     After the Supreme Court ruling on marriage equality in 2015, many churches have been ad-
dressing inclusivity and being more welcoming to the wider community. However, there is no pre-
determined outcome of this discernment process. The group will study the matter at the deepest 
level that they can. In discernment, there is not debate. The group will listen to one another, en-
gage in discussion, prayer, Bible study and communion. Beyond everything else, the group is re-
minded that we are all one in Christ. Dr. Paulsell is a neutral presider who is not trying to force a 
position one way or the other. He has graciously agreed to lead the group through the discernment 
process but will leave the steps we take following the discernment process up to the congregation.  

  

     We hope that you will join us in praying for the discernment group as they embark on their time 
of study, reflection and prayer together.  

  

With care for the whole congregation, 

  

Rev. Anna Hope Curwood 

Pastor 

  

Susan Smith 

Moderator  



 

  

Page 4 

A Big “Thank You” to everyone 

who shop, cook, deliver and serve 

our  meals at the James Sauls 

Homeless Shelter on the last Mon-

day of each month. Our next meal 

is September 25. 

One Door Closes Another Opens 

With the closing of the Batavia Pantry on September 1, 2017, IPM will now serve all Clermont County cli-

ents at its Amelia or Newtown locations. Check out the IPM Facebook page to learn more about all IPM 

does to help our neighbors in Hamilton and Clermont Counties. Serving these communities for 52 years. 

September is Hunger Action Month! 

Hunger Action Month is a nationwide 

initiative designed to mobilize communi-

ties to take action against hunger, Did 

you know that people who live in subur-

ban and rural areas often face hunger at higher rates than in 

urban areas? In Clermont County, 13 percent of individuals are 

food insecure or have limited access to nutritious food. 

 

CWS (Church World Service) Blankets 

This spring, AHCC’s generosity overflowed to support neighbors near and far. Through your support the CWS Blankets, 

offered a sense of normalcy and comfort to others around the world—often in chaotic contexts. The impact is real: 

Check out CSW’s most recent report showing where the blankets were sent in the first half of this year. 
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Attention Coffee Drinkers 

We could use your help. We 

are in need of some K-cups to 

be used in the narthex during 

Sunday Worship services. 

Your contribution would be 

greatly appreciated. 

Sunday School  

The Chi Rho and Junior Sunday school 

classes will resume regular meeting 

time starting September 3, at 9:30am. 

Hello AHCC family! I’m looking forward to serving as Elder for the church for the next 3 years. I have had the 
privilege to serve in this capacity in the past so happy to have the opportunity again. if there is any way I can 
serve you, please let me know.  

 

So to tell you a little about myself: I am a pure Cincinnatian and proud of it! I was born and raised in the Sil-
verton / Kennedy Heights area and as my father became more successful at Procter & Gamble, he and my 
mother moved my sister and me to the Kenwood area around 3rd grade.  Going from Kennedy Heights 
schools to Indian Hill schools was quite a culture shock, but fortunately kids are flexible and my parents’ val-
ues remained constant. My mother was employed by Longview Mental State Hospital as the Home Ec 
teacher so I was fortunate to have diverse influences on my young life.  I ended up at DePauw University in 
Greencastle, Indiana, where I met my soul mate, Steve, and shortly thereafter I began my rewarding career 
as a qualitative research consultant (feel free to ask me) starting at Procter, then with my own company, and 
then with my friend’s consumer research company, with gaps in-between to have children, get a Master’s 
degree, care for my father who suffered from Alzheimer’s, etc. 

 

I was raised going to Armstrong Methodist Church BUT when I started having my own children (late 20s), I 
went looking for my own church as I had always had a hang-up about infant baptism from the Methodist 
teachings, even as a high school student. When living in Lexington for 4 years, I started visiting a small Dis-
ciples of Christ (DOC) Church where Chris was attending pre-school. I invited the pastor to our home to talk 
with him about his beliefs and his church and I have stayed with DOC ever since. The autonomy of the 
church, the emphasis on an individual’s relationship with Christ vs. church doctrine, baptism being based on 
an individual’s cognizant belief in Christ, the warmth of the congregants are some of the basics that have 
attracted and kept me at the DOC church.  

 

As a Christian, I am a work in progress, sometimes sure of my faith beliefs, sometimes questioning but nev-
er questioning that I love God and God loves me unconditionally. To me, these ups and downs are all part of 
a living breathing relationship that I have with God. And through serving him, we serve each other. I am ap-
preciative of being able to serve him, and hopefully you, in this role as Elder at AHCC. 

 

Kay Castle-Brinker 

Calendar of Events for 2017/2018 
Wednesday, September 13 —Join Scout Night 6:30 to 

7:30pm 

Sunday, September 24, AHCC picnic, following Worship 

Sunday, October 15—5th—12th grade trip to Kings Island 

Saturday, October 28, Annual Halloween Trunk or Treat 

6:00—8:00pm 

Sunday, November 5—Youth Raking Leaves or Hiking 

Saturday, November 11— Turkey Dinner 

Saturday, December 9— Curwood /Wills Wedding 

Wednesday, December 13—DW Christmas party, 6:30pm at                       

the Smith’s home 

Sunday, December 17—Youth Progressive Dinner 

Sunday, January 7—DW Carry-in luncheon with guest speaker 

Friday, January 12—Board Games Night at Church 

Sunday, February 4—Youth SOUPer Bowl Party & DW chili cook-off 

Sunday, February 4—Scout Sunday 

Monday, March 26—Youth serve dinner at Sauls 
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Send pictures of AHCC gatherings, 

outings and groups 

to the office we’ll do 

our best to include 

them in the 

newsletters. 

NEIGHBORS IN NEED  “Coin Sunday” continues on the last Sunday of the month for the purpose of 

“Local Outreach. “  Please save your change in order to participate when the children  pass the little 

buckets! 

Sunday School Classes 

9:30 AM Sundays at AHCC 

Junior Class (5th grade and younger) 

Chi Rho (6th—12th grade) 

Adult Class 

Cub scout troop 476 

Boys grades1-5 

Meetings at AHCC  

Mondays at 6:30 pm 

Contact: Brian Cox for more details. 

Lost and Found 

The basket is in the church office and has several items.  

Anderson Karate at AHCC 
Shotokan Karate  lessons for youth age 7 and up 
are every Tuesday and Thursday at 5:30pm—
6:30pm.  Adult classes are every Tuesday and 
Thursday from 6:30pm—8:00pm and an optional 
youth and adult program on Saturday at 9:00am-
10:30am.  Contact Anderson Karate at:  
andersonkarate@aol.com or call 513-233-DOJO 

Additional AHCC Outreach  

LaSoupe Truck will be here  

October 15 following worship 

RESCUE, TRANSFORM, SHARE 

Did you know that Cincinnati is ranked #5 among U.S. Cities with the 

highest childhood poverty rates? At the same time, one-third of all food 

produced worldwide is either lost or wasted each year. Headed by chief 

Suzy DeYoung, LaSoupe is closing he gap between food waste and hun-

ger. LaSoupe rescues otherwise wasted produce to create delicious and 

highly-nutritious meals for customers, non-profits and food-insecure fami-

lies. In 2016 alone, LaSoupe rescued 125,000 pounds of food from going 

to the landfill and donated over 95,000 servings to people living in food 

insecurity. LaSoupe is a Non Profit organization that relies on retail sales 

and individual donations to operate. Sales of the meals made from rich 

ingredients fuel their donations to Cincinnati’s food-deprived individuals. 

On Sunday, October 15 we have an opportunity to help LaSoupe with 

their initiatives to help our community. Their food truck will be here after 

worship and they will have containers of soup available for purchase. The 

sales from their soup will help their initiatives to serve and care for the 

local community. As the weather changes, we know that soup season 

has arrived! Let’s help our neighbors while enjoying some delicious soup 

IPM Mobile Food Pantry 

The IPM Mobile Food Pantry was here on Thursday, Au-

gust 17. We helped IPM serve 114 clients from 10am to 

12pm that day. Thanks to everyone who volunteered for 

this great program! Please stay tuned for future dates in  

  2018 when we will host the mobile food  pantry again. 

Save The Date 

November 19, 2017 

All-Church ladies 

luncheon and brid-

al shower honoring 

Rev. Anna Hope 

Curwood. Stay 

tuned! Details to 

follow in the Octo-

ber an November Newsletters 
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Deacon and Fellowship Snack Schedule 

Greeters —    Amanda Lutz     (9/17) 
Preparers      Brian Cox          (9/3) 
  Jennie Cox     (9/10)          
   
        
Usher —       Teri Crouch     (9/24 
 
All Deacons should be prepared to sub.          

Serving in September... 

Junior Worship and Children’s Moment 

September 3 —  Susan   

September 10 — Laurie   

September 17 — Katy  

September 24—  Children stay in Worship 

 

Elders  

     September 3— Kay Castle- Brinker/Greg VanD 

    September 10—Greg VanD/Kay Castle-Brinker 

    September 17—Kay Castle-Brinker/Greg VanD 

    September 24—Greg VanD/Kay Castle-Brinker 

September Birthdays  

9/5 Marcia Brownstein 

9/22 John Heeney 

9/25 Penny Bally 

9/25  Sue Carter  

9/28 Ray Trout 

9/29       Howard Brownstein 

9/29      Katy Lee  

  

  

~Church Office Info~  

Pastor Hours – Rev. Anna Hope Curwood’s office hours will vary Monday—Thursday as appointments allow. Her 

days off are Friday & Saturday. 
Secretary Hours –   Office hours are  Mon.—Thurs. 9 am —1 pm.  Please call the office with any questions. 
 

If you would like your name removed from our Monthly Newsletter, please respond to this email or call the 
church office at (513)474-2237, and we will promptly remove your name.  If you would like to receive your 
newsletter in printed form, please let us know that, too.  Thank you.  
 

~AHCC Fellowship Hall Rentals~ 
Karate: Tuesday & Thursday 5:30 – 8:00 pm, Saturday 9:00 – 10:30 am.  Contact Kim Weber at 513-233-3656. 

Lay Readers  

 September 3 — Melanie Preston  

 September 10 — Laurie VanDierendonck 

 September 17 — Laurie VanDierendonck 

 September 24 — Youth Reader 

         

Anniversaries 

9/8 Roland & Karen Serenil 

 

 



 

  

September 4 Labor Day          Office Closed 
September 5 Prayer Group      6:00pm 
September 5 Walking Club      7:00pm 
September 6 Prayer Group    10:00am 
September 9 Cane Ridge Field Trip      9:00am 
September 10 Admin. Team Meeting       After Worship 
September 12 Prayer Group      6:00pm 
September 12 Walking Club      7:00pm 
September 13 Prayer Group                 10:00am 
September 13 DW Kickoff Meeting     6:30pm 
September 16 All Church Work Day        
September 18 Elders Meeting      7:00pm 
September 19 Prayer Group      6:00pm 
September 19 Walking Club       7:00pm 
September 20 Prayer Group     10:00am 
September 24 AHCC Picnic                       After Worship 
September 25 Sauls Dinner       5:00pm 
September 26 Prayer Group                     6:00am 
September 26 Walking Club        7:00pm 
September 27  Prayer Group      10:00am 
 

Join us on Sundays 

9:30 AM Children Sunday School 

9:30 AM Adult Sunday School 

10:30 AM Worship 

Anderson Hills Christian Church 

(Disciples of Christ) 

8119 Clough Pike 

Cincinnati, OH  45244 

513-474-2237 

ahccdoc@gmail.com 

www.andersonhillschristianchurch.org 
 

Rev. Anna Hope Curwood 

Pastor 

859-539-4260 

acurwoodcard@yahoo.com  
 

Secretary 

Sauni Lerner 

513-400-8526 

AHCC Building  Rental and Weekly meetings 
*Tues Anderson Karate  5:30 pm—8 pm 
*Thurs Anderson Karate 5:30 pm—8 pm 
*Sat Anderson Karate 9 am—10:30 am 

 
 

Anderson Hills On line Calendar of Events  

(link below) 

http://andersonhillschristianchurch.org/events/

 
Notable Days in September 

September 2 VJ Day 

September 4  Labor Day 

September 7 Buy a Book Day 

September 10  Grandparents Day 

September 11 Patriot Day -Remember 9/11/2001 

September 16  Stepfamily Day 

September 17 Constitution Day  

September 21 Rosh Hashanah 

September 25  Family Day  

September 28 Good Neighbor Day   

September 30  Yom Kippur 

September 

http://andersonhillschristianchurch.org/events/calendar/

