
 

  

 THE WINDOW  MAY 2017 

 ANDERSON HILLS CHRISTIAN CHURCH 

                 (DISCIPLES OF CHRIST) 

The “OFFICIAL” AHCC Church 

Calendar is posted on the bulletin board 

near the office.  Please use this calendar to 

check for building availability and mark your 

group’s events.  This calendar will be used for 

providing reminders and updates for weekly 

bulletins and newsletters and hereafter known 

as “the official calendar!”     
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May 
Wilderness Escape is Coming Soon 

Vacation Bible School is just around the corner, June 5-

June 9. Registration forms are in the narthex for children 

that are attending, and AHCC is covering the registration 

fee for members. If you are interested in serving as a volun-

teer you should register online. To register online go to our 

church’s web site and click on Events, then VBS, then there 

is a link to registering as a volunteer. If you are able to help 

us out by providing some of the items we need for snack 

time look on our church’s bulletin board in the narthex. There is a sign-up sheet for VBS snacks. 

Our VBS Leadership team really appreciates the support we have received from AHCC every year. 

Thank you for contributing to this amazing week of fun, friendship, and learning! 

 

“13th” 

The 13th Amendment abolished slavery EXCEPT for one significant loophole: 

“...except as a punishment for crime whereof the party shall have been duly convicted…” 

Saturday, May 6, 2017 6:00-8:30PM 

St. Timothy’s Episcopal Church 

81-1 Beechmont Ave 

Join us for a Screening & Discussion: Documentary Film “13th” about the loophole’s past and pre-

sent consequences. Presented by GAPP (Greater Anderson Promotes Peace). 
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AHC & AHCC 

Responsibilities of the Trustees 

The responsibilities of the Trustees are varied depending on what is happening in the congregation.   The congregation elects 

three trustees, one a year, to serve for three years. The current Trustees are Brad Smith, Greg VanDierendonck and John Heeney. 

The responsibilities are listed in the church’s constitution as follows: 

“Trustees have such duties as are prescribed and committed to them by the laws of the State of Ohio and by the congregation.  

The Trustees hold title to all properties of the congregation including all trust funds and shall manage the same under the direction 

of the Board.  The Trustees will be knowledgeable of local regulations and will advise the Board as necessary to assure compli-

ance.  The chair of the Trustees serves as a member of the board” 

This year we divided the responsibilities as follows: Brad smith has been responsible for all activities relating to the parsonage; 

Greg VanDierendonck has been the official representative to the board and John Heeney has been responsible to see that all oth-

er actions were handled. As the official legal representatives of the church all contracts have to be signed by a Trustee and this 

includes the Karate group, the parsonage rental and the agreement with the township for signs such as the Karate sign in our front 

yard. We also were negotiating with a group representing a home school. The contract was not completed but it appears the Trus-

tees will resume negotiations later this year. Another important responsibility is insurance relating to the church. The Trustees are 

involved in securing insurance for the church and signing the contract. As stated in the constitution, the Trustees are involved in 

any decisions relating to the church’s activities that could have any connection with any public involvement.  For in-

stance, a few years ago Hamilton County attempted to substantially increase the property tax on the church. In this 

case, the Trustees and an attorney were able to arrive at a good conclusion. 

John Heeney, Chair 

 

"Above all stewardship is about joy. When you give your time, talent, and treasure to something you believe in, you feel joy when 

you see it succeed." (Community of Prayer: Stewardship Devotional by Bruce A. Barkhauer). 

      Over the past few months, I have seen the joy-filled expressions of this congregation move through the church and out into the 

world. I thoroughly enjoyed journeying through Lent with this community of faith. We had a colorful Lent full of new discoveries, 

thoughtful discussion and fellowship with one another and other neighboring congregations. It was a time of prayer and reflection as 

we journeyed through the Stations of the Cross and the stories of Jesus as he approached the event which we claim above all else 

in our Christian heritage. Although Lent can usually be a dark time in the church calendar year, it has been a pleasure to see crea-

tive expressions of hope and love flow through the past few months. We had a joyful Easter and I appreciate everyone's efforts to 

make it a day to celebrate! 

     If you have not had a chance to serve a meal at James Sauls Homeless Shelter, I encourage you to sign up to help out one 

month. We have seen the use of our time, talent and treasure in full-effect during these monthly outreach opportunities. When 

asked about our outreach initiatives by friends or colleagues, I respond, "It is a small church that can and does embody the hands 

and feet of Christ in the community." On the occasions when I have been able to participate in sharing in the meal at Sauls, it has 

given me a renewed appreciation of the love of this congregation to our neighbors in need. I have had the sacred opportunity to 

share in a meal with a neighbor and a church member while realizing our common humanity and our ability to relate to one another 

as mothers, fathers, sisters and brothers. We are all children of God and it is a blessing to draw around a common table for a meal. 

I lift up prayers of thanksgiving for the stewardship this church upholds within our wider community.  

     We truly have a story to tell here at Anderson Hills Christian Church! We are a small church but we have so much to offer in our 

compassion and love for God's beautiful creation. I welcome your insights as we discover new ways to share our story with the 

world. What's next? We have many things to look forward to in the coming months. The SWELS group will be having lunch on Mon-

day at 11:30am, our prayer groups have resumed after the Lenten season, the walking club is starting up again on Tuesday, our 

children and adults are anticipating another great Vacation Bible School program, our youth are preparing to go to summer camp, 

and the list goes on. What's next? We cannot tell the future but there is much to be thankful for in the life of this church!  

      What's next? We are Easter people, relishing in the resurrection of Jesus Christ, and ready to continue the story of hope, love 

and peace in the world. Hallelujah!  

 

I am glad to be your pastor! 

Peace, 

Rev. Anna  Hope 

Rev. Anna Hope Curwood 
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May Happenings 

SWELS  

(Senior Women Eating Lunch Society)  Join us 

on Monday May 1 at 11:30am at the Olive 

Garden on Beechmont.  Everyone welcome.  

 

Meals at Saul’s Homeless Shelter 

We will be serving a meal at Saul’s 

Homeless Shelter on the 4th Monday 

of every month. Our next meal will be 

Monday,  May 22nd. We will need 5 to 

6 volunteers each month. Volunteers 

will be needed for shopping, cooking, 

transporting and serving.  There is a sign-up sheet on the bulle-

tin board.  

Elders Meeting  

May 31, 7:00pm at AHCC 

Summer Means Camp Christian! 

As Ohio Disciples of 

Christ, we are very fortu-

nate to have an awesome 

summer camp program at 

Camp Christian in 

Marysville, Ohio (near Co-

lumbus). Members and 

friends of AHCC have 

been participating in Camp Christian as camp-

ers and counselors for decades! 

Camp Christian is now accepting registrations 

for their 2017 summer camp programs. There 

are camps for kids who have completed 1st 

through 12th grade, and AHCC will gladly pay 

half of early bird registration cost, for one 

week of camp, for any child who would like 

to attend church camp! You can find dates 

for camps, cost, and all other information as 

well as  download registration forms at http://

www.ccinoh.com/camp-christian/summer-

program. Early bird registration is by May 1.  

Registration forms are also available in the 

church office. For additional information contact 

Katy Lee.  

Board Meeting Reports 

The next Board Meeting is on the 8th of May. 

All Board  reports are due by May 2nd at the 

latest. 

Disciples Women Dinner 

Disciples Women would like to invite all women 

of AHCC to attend the end of year dinner on 

Wednesday May 10th at 6:30pm, at the Ander-

son Pub & Grill (on the corner of Beechmont 

and Nagel Re.). Please join us even if you 

were unable to make the meetings. It will be a 

great time for fellowship and some wonderful food. No need to 

RSVP just show up! Disciples Women does not meet in the 

summer months, but will resume meeting in September. For 

any questions or if you need a ride, contact Laurie VanDi-

erendonck. Thanks and hope to see you there!!!! 

Walking Club 

It’s that time of year again for the AHCC walking Club to start 

meeting!! We walk on Tuesday evenings at 

7:00pm at different locations in the commu-

nity. We walk for an hour which is typically 

about 3 miles. Our first walk will be Tuesday 

May 2nd and we will meet at Julif’s Park 

(near the tennis courts). Each week the walk 

location will be in the Sunday bulletin and an 

email also will be sent out. All are welcome 

to come join us for some great exercise and fellowship. For 

further details you can contact Laurie VanDierendonck at 513-

608-8284 

All-Church Work Day 

The Property Committee would like to invite 

you to participate in an All-Church 

Work Day on Saturday, May 6, 

9:00-Noon. We will be focusing on 

the landscaping around the 

church property. Also, if you have 

large rocks that you can share with the church, 

please let Cindy Thomas know and she can 

help make arrangements for transporting the 

rocks to the church. 
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2017 –2018 Telephone Directories 

We have printed the updated tele-

phone directory. 

They are available in the office . 

 

 

 

 

Vacation Bible School this 

year will be Monday, June 

5th through Friday, June 

9. See page 1 for addition-

al information. If you have 

questions contact : Susan 

Smith513-708-2251 

A Big “Thank You” to everyone who shop, cook, deliver and serve our  meals at the 

James Saul's Homeless Shelter on the last Monday of each month. Our next meal is May 

22nd.  

Kroger Rewards Pro-

gram  

If you would like to participate 

please link to AHCC at: 

www.krogercommunity

rewards.com 

Serving Neighbors in Need 

At this time we will not be giving $25 

gift cards to individuals coming to 

the church for assistance.. Instead 

In an effort not to  possible be ena-

bling  we will be giving out bags that 

contain personal care items, protein 

bar, water and a list of local re-

sources for assistance. The bags 

are located in the church office and 

in Rev. Anna Hope’s office.  

 Adult Sunday School 

After The Resurrection—

What? 

The Adult Sunday 

School class is be-

ginning a study of 

the book of Acts 

and all are wel-

come to join us. We 

meet every Sunday from 9:30am to 

10:15am. (9:30 to 10:00 for choir mem-

bers) in the library. This is an informal 

discussion class led by members who 

bring our various religious backgrounds, 

beliefs, experiences, and questions to-

gether so that we can learn from one 

another. For more information, contact 

John or Mary Heeney 

 

 

Tuesday Night Prayer Group 

The Tuesday Night 

Prayer Group will be 

meeting from 6:00pm 

to 6:45pm beginning 

May 2nd. We are 

making this change 

due to the walking 

club on Tuesdays at 

7:00pm. We will 

switch back to 7:00pm this fall once 

walking group stops meeting. 

Graduate Sunday 

We will be 

honoring our 

church’s grad-

uates on Sun-

day, June 4. If 

your family or group of friends 

includes someone who is graduat-

ing from high school, college, 

graduate school, or any profes-

sional school, please get that in-

formation to Rev. Anna Hope or 

Sauni in our church office. 

 

Congratulations to Darlene & Mike Axtell  

on their marriage 

A good time was had by all at Darlene’s bridal shower.  

Annual Congregational 

Meeting 

The Annual 

Congrega-

tional 

meeting 

will take place on May 21st 

after worship 
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Stations of the Cross 
Thank you to all the children and adults for their artistic ability and hard work that created the beautiful 

panels depicting the Stations of the Cross that adorned the walls of our sanctuary for Holy Week. They 

are works of art. The panels were created by Illustrated Children’s Ministry. 

Our New Piano 
Another Blessing 

 

Easter Egg Hunt 2017 

We had another fun filled, successful, Easter Egg 

Hunt. The weather cooperated and everyone had a 

good time. This year we were also able to share 

some of our treats with Saul’s Homeless Shelter.  

Could they be any cuter? 



 

  

Page 6 

Send pictures of AHCC gatherings, 

outings and groups 

to the office we’ll do 

our best to include 

them in the 

newsletters. 

NEIGHBORS IN NEED  “Coin Sunday” continues on the last Sunday of the month for the purpose of 

“Local Outreach. “  Please save your change in order to participate when the children  pass the little 

buckets! 

Sunday School Classes 

9:30 AM Sundays at AHCC 

Junior Class (5th grade and younger) 

Chi Rho (6th—12th grade) 

Adult Class 

Cub scout troop 476 

Boys grades1-5 

Meetings at AHCC  

Mondays at 6:30 pm 

Contact: Brian Cox for more details. 

AL ANON 12 Step and 12 Tradi-

tions    

Al-Anon Family Groups -- Anony-

mous support for families and friends 

of problem drinkers, alcoholics and 

addicts.  Will no longer be meeting at 

AHCC on Thursday nights after April 

27, 2017. 

Lost and Found 

The basket is in the church office and has several items.  

DOC General Assembly 

Get Ready for an Inspira-

tional Word in Indianapolis. 

The Disciples of Christ, 

General Assembly will be 

held in Indianapolis on July 

8 through July 12, 2017.  It 

is sure to be a spiritually up-

lifting experience. Registra-

tion form is online at.  

     www.ga.disciples.org 

Anderson Karate at AHCC 
Shotokan Karate  lessons for youth age 7 and up are every Tuesday and 
Thursday at 5:30pm—6:30pm.  Adult classes are every Tuesday and 
Thursday from 6:30pm—8:00pm and an optional youth and adult program 
on Saturday at 9:00am-10:30am.  Contact Anderson Karate at:  
andersonkarate@aol.com or call 513-233-DOJO (3656) 

Newsletter Articles 

Do you have news? Are you doing something fun? Do you have some-

thing to share that we can all celebrate? Let us know! The next newslet-

ter deadline is May 25th. Please email Sauni at ahccdoc@gmail.com 

Join Team IPM 

Memorial Day, May 29, 2017 

Hunger Walk/5K Run 

Lace up your shoes and hit the pavement for a good cause. Join the 

IPM Team for the 14th Annual Hunger Walk and 5K Run! The race will 

start at 9 a.m. On Monday the 29th. Register at:  

 sarah@interparish.org  

5K Walk & Run 

Saturday, June 17, 2017 

The Greater Cincinnati area Disciples clergy are 

supporting the 4th NKY Hates Heroin.com walk 

& run, hosted by the city of Independence, KY. 

Simon Kenton High School, 11132 Madison Pike.   
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Deacon and Fellowship Snack Schedule 

Greeters —    Cindy Thomas   (5/21) 
  Barb Henderson  (5/21) 
Preparers Maureen Boeing  (5/7)         
                Brad Smith  (5/14) 
Usher —       Teri Crouch   (5/28) 
 
All Deacons should be prepared to sub.          

Serving in May... 

Junior Worship and Children’s Moment 

May 7 —   Katy Lee 

May 14 — Cinda Thompson   

May 21 — Laurie VanDierendonck  

May 28  _Children stay in worship  

 

Elders  

May 7 —    Greg VanDierendonck/Gayle Roush 

May 14 —   Gayle Roush/Greg VanDierendonck 

May 21/ —  Greg VanDierendonck/Gayle Roush 

May 28/ —  Gayle Roush/Greg VanDierendonck 

 

May Birthdays  

5/1        Emma Haney 

5/1        Kay Waits 

5/7        Judy Dietz  

5/9        Mark Brownstein  

5/18     Rev. Anna Hope Curwood 

5/21      Linda Cary  

  

  

~Church Office Info~  

Pastor Hours – Rev. Anna Hope Curwood’s office hours will vary Monday—Thursday as appointments allow. Her 

days off are Friday & Saturday. 
Secretary Hours –   Office hours are  Mon.—Thurs. 9 am —1 pm.  Please call the office with any questions. 
 

If you would like your name removed from our Monthly Newsletter, please respond to this email or call the 
church office at (513)474-2237, and we will promptly remove your name.  If you would like to receive your 
newsletter in printed form, please let us know that, too.  Thank you.  
 

~AHCC Fellowship Hall Rentals~ 
Karate: Tuesday & Thursday 5:30 – 8:00 pm, Saturday 9:00 – 10:30 am.  Contact Kim Weber at 513-233-3656. 

Lay Readers  

 May 7 —  Joshua Haney 

 May 14 — Joshua Haney 

 May 21 —  

 May 28 — Youth Reader 

   

Anniversaries 

5/4 Steve & Kay Brinker 

 



 

  

May 1  S.W.E.L.s @ Olive Garden           11:30am 
May 2  Prayer Group   7:00pm 
May 3  Prayer Group               10:00am 
May 8  Board Meeting   7:30pm 
May 9  Prayer Group   7:00pm 
May 10  Prayer Group               10:00am  
May 16  Prayer Group    7:00pm 
May 17  Prayer Group               10:00am  
May 21  Congregational  Meeting   After Worship 
May 22  Saul’s Dinner    5:30pm 
May 23  Prayer Group    7:00pm 
May 24  Prayer Group               10:00am 
May 30  Prayer Group    7:00pm 
May 31  Prayer Group               10:00am 

May 31  Elders Meeting    7:00pm 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Join us on Sundays 

9:30 AM Children Sunday School 

9:30 AM Adult Sunday School 

10:30 AM Worship 

Anderson Hills Christian Church 

(Disciples of Christ) 

8119 Clough Pike 

Cincinnati, OH  45244 

513-474-2237 

ahccdoc@gmail.com 

www.andersonhillschristianchurch.org 
 

Rev. Anna Hope Curwood 

Pastor 

859-539-4260 

acurwoodcard@yahoo.com  
 

Secretary 

Sauni Lerner 

513-400-8526 

AHCC Building  Rental and Weekly meetings 
*Tues Anderson Karate             5:30 pm—8 pm 
*Thurs Anderson Karate              5:30 pm—8 pm 
*Sat Anderson Karate           9 am—10:30 am 

 
 

Anderson Hills On line Calendar of Events  

(link below) 

http://andersonhillschristianchurch.org/events/calendar/ 

 
Notable Days in May 

May 3 Hug Your Cat Day 

May 4 Star Wars Day 

May 5  Cinco de Mayo 

May 9 National Lost Sock Memorial Day 

May 10 Clean Up Your Room Day 

http://andersonhillschristianchurch.org/events/calendar/

